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These Guidelines were created to be used with the Sensitive Design 
Principles to ensure quality and compatible landscaping.

Citywide, applied to new development, redevelopment, and major 
renovation projects. (The Downtown area has its own specific 
guidelines)  

Residents and neighborhoods, Development Review Board (DRB), City 
staff, developers and property owners, all those involved in the 
development review process.

In response to increasing concerns about the quality and character of 
design in the community, the City Council, Planning Commission, and 
Development Review Board (DRB) directed staff to establish the 
Scottsdale Design Principles and to prepare design guidelines for a 
range of development types. The landscape design guidelines are 
intended to help conceive environments that are functional, purposeful, 
and aesthetically pleasing and that contribute to the design continuity 
of an area. 

Landscape design should consider foremost the unique qualities, and 
common built and natural aesthetic characteristics, of a project's 
surroundings.

Right-of-way planting should conform to established or planned 
streetscape designs of the City or that of privately planned areas.

Base planting areas should be incorporated along all building and 
parking structure frontages.  Base planting areas can occur as raised  
or in-ground planters. 

Canopy trees should be used throughout all paved circulation/parking 
areas and in association with pedestrian paths and gathering areas to 
provide shade, reduce heat build-up, and cut glare.

Parking areas should be broken up with landscaping.  Pedestrian 
corridors through parking areas should have a minimum width of 15 
feet and be composed of landscaping with a minimum 5-foot wide 
sidewalk.

A combination of dense landscaping, site walls, or berming/mounding 
should be provided to screen parking facilities, service and loading 
areas, maintenance areas, storage areas, trash enclosures, utility 
cabinets, and other similar elements.

Plants should be selectively pruned to maintain an appearance that 
exhibits the qualities and characteristics of the plant in its natural 
state. Shrub plantings should be located to form a mass by allowing 
plants to grow together.
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City of Scottsdale General Plan (2001)
Downtown Urban Design and Architectural Guidelines (1986, rev. 2004)
City of Scottsdale Zoning Ordinance
Citywide Design Guidelines: Architecture, Lighting, Site Planning
Specific Guideline Details: Office, Gas Stations, Restaurants, 
   Parking Structures, Commercial
                                                          6/4/04
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Planning and Design Library - Community Design Studio
Online at http://www.ScottsdaleAZ.gov
One Stop Shop/Records
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