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AT Redubric 3]3tlo4—~- ]
TodayinSoottsdale

| Residents near Scottsdale Mumc:pa! A:rport
aré invited to.the second in‘a series of four
public meetings to discuss ways to reduce
aireraft noise. Those unable to attend can give
thelr feedback at wwwcofﬁnanassoclates.com

'W"‘

é%; %f %

>~\ R

4-2



W . T SR S

. ———
6E-102Z574 USCO08CHZIN ON .. (37

0267-196-087 im,_.;,._fﬂn e

..c!..aés'l!ill.l)tl..-l: R T Y]

TWIOHHN0D o THAZCISTY « NOUYTIVISH) 300535 o gws) |° i |

o 103°S0IDPOSSNUDIOI MMM
JUQUDULIGJUY 0101 10} OJ[SGIM S|} JISIA 0SDI]J

TON W ey

Lol . *hiiog ‘YOO *p2 udy Aq peajod0s o jsnw) SUORSAINSAY (P & sop
QEOU—QB s 0=°>.~O>m . aniudaoxd  oBas) fm noA gegg-H 12 (00Q) 9911 Y0y Buies Ag uoperrss
o ¢ et . m - U] "LI2Y O O JospApY o) LT WAl i spdjs) wey smy
- .jouhuy vy dosg — nwioy asnoy uadgy” 37 g g ey .siu uopuang ¥ 443513
- e 3 - oo WY 0L ; .
] onprog 1o sea) Ty ‘OUMY - AT TCY

w ey [apsiieige ) usedtey . -
> i MO >O.— : u, . A 2 i) ssosey \vu.w oyl | ¥0 Jo012y vpomy
e c X 10y b wm rm,vmsc”_a o;w m>~m~ : EEEES u vo ﬁ% S GBS SYMIOM A ,. %ﬁq&g -

aﬂaﬁuﬂ?_ .u_%,« _ ] u_ J S Alnjuatiioly ) u__ 013 ".quEEEEQ aal{ §§: pite sujow xys sop spuowsed  §. | -
i .n«av\.. i b..oﬁ# . . saueLEm Joge| : oy ‘umop Aguotu ou JaJj0 o o ) ) _voow ,0C Indy TEUT TOTET O sseujsng mou o} 950[3 0} pajnpe
) \A\ﬂa \r:..ﬂh.w.wu‘_.a%. S m ; pue mtmn E& E » e mms_e %Et% §§§E$§E Y B e B3UTY3 JE3] 10 #31us .uoQ “séuutp
W .wg& :__ss .:E___;_s . _
BN

$0x9] oWoOU] o_n_- PUY [R10PR] WOJ MOY Y38 1904 10 %00

- X0y JuoLiIR0AU] NOK JBMOf PUR UIMIA U19AD 110K 933850 LI B
mumab ﬁ\ouxu% ﬂaz ~ ugg =° : . uopepesdda oininy x-_. .“.._—._“_ﬂa wand mop e :”Eu”:

. * : »

“B14193 140} JUOUNI0AU] U K0Z-%0}F UPBNJQ WAO PNOYS BIOIEOAY] “Ysii:
Syt ofjoI0d 1219A0 JN0A JO SoUTUUONGd PY) SEFONU] UTD ALEINT 190y ¥

. m;: om— :um ‘WYY :om.:< &Suzgm

AANLS-ALTIGILYdWO z
mm_oz JY0QNIY m._gm.:bum T AT

S B B el 2y .- . o Toud & 1e pios 8g
I R - O £y Tt 1 L . 4 az-»s ©j91>axId8 M pUE 1juB: JUBLD) LUOY MU0 9{BIPuAL] OPiA0A fim
G = _ m H E uﬂq=ﬂ —gaw ’ S ., e e v 4 . araaind o) 811800 § 97U JUOUNEOAL] QIEIEQ (901 Pa.08iBal s_ea "
v _ ; - . o

ssﬁ ydoss- ﬁ Eem 5 Vrwow oigshed) o7 2/ @) ajey uojingisia puny

EQ N R mgh - sapysadoid o.oEo.uSozo:S:mF

)M uojjeasasald (eyded pue o
UL LTI D

aNngriL 3

o T R - 3LV1S ¥1v207 . © T p00ZME HIYYW *AVOSINGT!

4-3



biologically identical hoiesen-
replacement therapy tha the
a television interview -hetic
actress Suzanne. Somernone
her book “The Sexy Ye For
Carlson sought help fronm of
Laurence Webster, foundpone
Innerfusion Health Clini» 18

m.nozmas_o é:o offers p|d and
’ - - -—-- 3line

w,

)V o .:m<u m< u2<m m>¢

Revealed!!!”

If you suffer from relentless and
annoying pain in your lower back

‘| and you want it to end NOW - plcasc
continuc reading. It may be the

most important thing wo: no,a 57
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-- e ~

truth about gelting rid of low back
pain once and for all that many
drug companics would prefer you
never find out! If you are one of the
:::.o_: of >_:o_ 1cans who S::::n 1-800-827-0458 and listening to the
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ol the art treatment, please order the
FREE report entitled:

“Confidential Low Back Pain
Report!” by calling toll-free
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#1 in Sales in Arizonal
Rich Baxter Will Sell %95. ﬁ«i.&

Effective » Committed » Resouceful
Diamond Club ¢ Executive Club » 100% Club

(480) 998-0676 RichBaxter@aol.com
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PAUL GIBLIN
"TRIBUNE COLUMNIST

P B0
Want qu1et?’
Don tlive -

engme aircraft that:crashed
_.into: the intersection of Cave

’I‘uesday morning.

A tragedy that took two hves

8 e R e

] plex fills up;‘the residents W1Il.

o port SkyRanch.at Carefree. -

o E AR IR

-55. and ‘hear the ‘majestic -sights
‘off and landing — all day long;

| andhohdays v e

| 'alrstnp in’ the Valley

ways, a 'Phoenix-based maga-

insist on building on‘an air-
:port. or. right' next to an air-
port, why they have to realize
noise consequences,” he said.

airport groups, such-as Quiet

suit their whims.

4-6

near alrports |

Bummg pxeces of a smgle-" N .
. ' .while landing in Carefree shot S
- Creek: and: Mule* Tram roads...'.'. E

“-The 'debris came to stop a
;. mere 300-yards from a'condo--*: ,
-]+ .'minium complex under eon: .o
:| ¥ struction. If the condo units -
. *had’beeni~occupied,’ ‘the resi-'- "
dents-*would’” :have: had . -
.breakfast-table. views:of the - -

Certainly. . when the.’ com—~"-~."~.."

-|*. bave: .unobstructed” views .of . ©
- |:"aircraft operations at the air- -

- The condo dwellers will see
.and.sounds of airplanes taking - :
-every day, including weekends -

-~ They’ll - join . ‘the rattled e
ranks of those who purchase . .-

' condos’ and “houses within - -

range of the blur and noise-of - -

1 - planes at Phoenix Sky Harbor

" International Airport, Scotts- ",

daJe Au'port Wllhams Gate—.: o

|74 Arvi-Schultz,” edltor and . )
' “pubhsher of Amerlcas Fly-_-

: zirle written for pilots, said he
.doesn’t understand’ why city. .

officials and home buyers cre-
‘ate such conflicts. “If: péople

there are going ‘to. be some’
. Instead, many form anti- .-

‘Skies, in flighty efforts to =
change ‘airport operatlons to

k . VAppeaIs ruhng mAprilthatJet'_ A

Former Clty Councxlman and: Y

' ti‘.";,enjoy'ed decades ago

* Thelast time anyone heard

_ 'any noise from Quiet Skies, its
f~,members, who. generally: live
.- in Carefree,”Cave Creek ‘and
.. north’ Scottsdale ‘30 ‘miles
" north ‘of Sky Harbor, ‘were . . °
| +whining-abéut a U.S: Court of

. . The’ au'heads -als have
-,'complamed about au'craft L

:| from’ Scottsdale "Airport. In ;- .

January, they launched 7 Y

recall of Scottsdale. Clty Coun— i
cilman’ Boh  Littlefield," a =" |
hcensed"p'llot “who refused Lo’ -
join’ their’ fantasy of h'ymg to oo
dictate’ pohcy to‘the Federal .
Aviation” Admiinistration.; The |
ecalleﬁ'ort faxled. 1. :

- “-;career's “have, been -created,"_ ',:._:
| :*(and should have been ended) : .

“by:confliéts with’ Sky Harbar."

'quency of fhghts at Sky Har— '.',: H
“"bor “intrudes’ upon-residents -~ - :
who' hve,pnder the ﬂlght path T

The" notxon -is -ridiculous.

“Sky- Harbor simply* ‘has kept:

pace with a- market that ‘has-
.-.grown:to ‘moré than 3m1111
':";potentlal airport users.;+ ¢
~ e Consider: Tempe Mayorf,__ D
‘Neil Giuliano’s misguided plan = - -
.. totell the FAA'to fly around a- -
t.proposed” “football stadium in - !

~-|*Sky::Harbor"s “flight pathiin. °
| .'2001. " Careful -observers will -.- ;
=}/ note:the stadmmxsbemg bmlt‘., E
. ‘mGlendale. : :

“Schultz sald, “That noise . |

il 'thmg —’it’ doesn’t ‘even have =

" to be noise, just the mere fact
_.that an alrplane ﬂJes_ overhead :

- creates problems.”

“That's . espec1ally ‘frue for :
people who choose to live near -

~a1rports

CONTACT WRITERE (480) 970-2331

‘ or pgiblin@aztrib.com



,/4’/&4«4& 2icry 7% -

H@mes

. ~_sa1d_ “We “are’ Just creatmg'
: -.::future problems'for oursely

s The Scc:.ttsdaleCltyC uncxl_
- w111 meetat 5 pan. Tuesday at.
.__Clty Hall, 3939 N, \Dnnkwater

and* condormmums covermc
--330 acres 'south of ‘Union Hills
- Drive and east oflea Road.,,.

In-the past “year, . alrport_,-' i
‘ofﬁc1als have “been’ swamped .

SEE HOMES PAGE AT '} I
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with noise compla.inté from’

residents of Ironwood Village,

“'a ‘subdivision that is farther .
i away than DC Ranch lemng
“Unit1.-

_ However, Eneas Kane, vice
president of ' developer DMB
and Associates, said -there

-would be three layers of notifi-
" cation to buyers about the air-

port and related noise issues.
" “People in Ironwood Village
had to.sign waivers, too, and

‘they are still complalnmg,"

Littlefield said.” .
The DC Ranch V151t0r5
Center, Kane said, would fea-

ture a display and information
regarding airport. noise. In.
* addition, buyers will also have

to sign airport disclosure
statements when the contract

o

‘on "the home’ s t_itle_

S oy opf B Zoss

'LOUD VOICE OF DISSENT. Scottsdale  City Councﬂman Bob tht!efle!d stands in front of Ironwood
Village and_ behind the land where-a subdms:on is p!anned Residents of that area complam abou
'alrplane noise from Scottsdafe Alrport

, HOMES ‘We believe our disclosure:
program Wlll make sure people,are aware

approved it, .concedmg since ,'
- the developer met all the zon-:
.Ing requirements, legalIy they

is 31gned and when they close
on the property. -

. The latter d.lsclosure state-"
ment would be filed with the":
“county. recorders ofﬁce as. a'

legally binding waiver.

Successive buyers; I\ane'_‘_.
said, would know about air--
‘port noise .issues because ' the *-
-that someday-it' may have to

be closed, and that would be a:
- hardship on our economy.”

disclosure statement would be

permanently.

“We believe our dlsclosure :

program will make sure peo-

ple are aware,” Kane said. |
“The buyers we get at ‘DC -

‘Ranch are very sopmstlc ted
and educated.”

Littlefield and Councllman

Wayne Ecton were the only
council members to vote
against "the first of several
phases on July 1 for Planning
Unit 1. The rest of the council

' FROM THE F|

DARR‘I’L W‘EBB TRIBUNE

had to.approve it. :
““It's a lame" excuse, thtle-

field said.- “The truth is we

don’t have: to approve it. We

‘are going to end up creating so

much opposition to the airport

Littlefield " said there

“wouldn’t be a problem today if
_-land just north of the airport

runway hadn't been zoned for

‘residential development.

“This is something that we
should have been taken care of .
years ago .by the city when
they zoned this land,” he said.

CONTACT WRITER: (480) 970-2369
or crasmussen@aztrib.com
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" By Chris Rasmussen

e T e ;. A *notavailableatpressum"
.. Already faced with a surge of complaints - * “It'is a"bad idea'that We 's shouldn be
" from- angry residents over ‘noisy . aircraft,. - 9 i ‘
1?coti‘sdale is 1()axpectiecl ttlf?ainow hundreds of ..

4-9
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unc:]men httleﬁeld ‘and’: :
“‘Ecton were the only.ones:-to vote ‘agains i
‘the first ‘of :seyeral phases on July:1:for
Plannmg ‘Unit"1.'The rest: of the ‘council !
‘-approved it concedmg smce th devel-
-oper met, all’:the "zoning: requirem ts; !
legally they had to approve it

“T’s*a Iame excuse

w1 -% We are going g)l ‘end up creating so eIdhuch E
. " ‘opposition to the airport that someday-it :
- SP ective Ironwood Village buyers were -Amay ‘have to. be closed and.that would be °

. required to.sign a waiver disclosing that. -
* the-Pima.Freeway.was about:a half mile.: =,

- away, -the; airport was 2. ‘miles away. and . -‘ :
problem today if . land Just :north of the .

: .Scottsdale s’ CAP. water ‘tréatment ‘plant ;
was two, rniles from the subdmsmn a1rport runway hadn’t been zoned for res.

~The DC Ranch szxtors Center, Kzne SRNRTCIRC T

© said, would feature a display and informa- -'; f ?’I‘lns is: somethmg tha o'uld ‘have *:

- tion regarding airport noise. In addition," - ‘been taken’care of years ago by, the, cxty
buyers wﬂl also have to sxgn a:rport when they zoned thxs land he sa1d. L

4-10
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By Thomas Ropp -
-and Lesley Wright

SCOTTSDALE—DCRanchlsexpandmg
»'closer to the Scottsdale Airport .despite
e wammgs from critics who pred1ct thatthe
' city s setting’itself up for more airc aft
mplaints, -
. noggecgcog‘csdale City Couricil voted S-2
§‘~:late 'Ihesday to' ‘approve’ 318 more-. DC

i+ Qver.the. ‘past. year;; en:
have: fielded hundreds of, jalrcraft noxse _

Coo et T feet” Watts said. '
- Ranch expansion, have been’

‘especially outspoken. Nick Lu-
ongo of Ironwood Vﬂlage re-
cently threatened to joinanini- ~the runway right over the new
. homes. -

t they‘re Abelow 500‘

When winds are calm usu-..-.-,;'
allymthe mornings, pﬂots will
" depart from the other end of -:

.platapprovalfortheDCRanch _ »
 expansion. But that seems un- - Eneas Kane Vice president.’. -
likely. Interim-City Attorney. and general counsel of DMB .-
- Brad _-Woodford - said- ‘that: Assocmtes sa1d he is: pleased»_
Scottsdale has a. Iegal obhga—~-:~.}W1th the | council’s. votes." -He . *
- tion to approve the projectbe- .~does not. believe Scottsdale -

-Hative to close the airportif the
city didn’t do more to keep
planes from ﬂymg over his
house.

‘Besides noise, there’s also a.
question of. safery The homes "t

> would be built dlrectly under
- the. airport’s. traffic" pattern,

“-nal -approach. At that point,

large business jets are as lowv

as 500 feet above ground..
David Watts, Scottsdale Air-
port’s air traffic controller,
. said planes could be even
lower. " ..
“Student pllOtS have got the

"power down, and before you .

. Engine . failures ‘on
takeoff- do .occur and Watts

pomted out that planes are
. hoisier on takeoff because they -
~become airborne at.full throt-.

"All seven members ‘of the

. airport’s advisory commission )
“are opposed to the DC Ranch .-
‘expansion, according to com-

;msswn member Thomas Guil-
oy. .

Atlast week's subcommlttee
meetmg, Littlefield suggested
the c1ty look into rescmdmg

cause applicant DMB Associ-

ates has fulfﬂled all the re-

quirements. ;.- - .
- We? re not actmg 1rrespon-
sibly,".."
O’Hearn said. “How Would you

-‘around and said ‘No,’” based on

speculation about What could -

: happen’”

Mayor supportwe )

Mayor " Mary Manross
added: “We are loolcmg atreal-

Aty. And reality says, the law -
says, we must approve these

~would ever rescmd the plat ap-
.provals. .- °
%..4T.don’t beheve t.he c1ty of B
K Scottsdale would ever: throw
*#Councilman. ~~ Ned " :
“that manner,” Kane said, ¥..:
feel if you had checked all the . .7
" boxes and ‘the city turned -

‘Commiission opposed -

.plat approval .was that . ‘the -
“wheré planes turn for their fi- - -

--builders of DC Ranch inform’
. potential buyers about the air-
: port. At closing, buyers would
o 1;';51gn a document, waiving thelr A

" rightto sue over aircraft noise.”

away 20:years of planmng in .- '
- One of the conditionis of final -

““It's a- stupld idea’to build 7.

‘those homes in that spot no -
- matter how many documents__,l

they sxgn,” thtlefleld sald

4-11



"By Thomas Ropp -
The Anzona Republlc

The earblasung takeoffs of

. -residents buzzing and ¢ity o
cxals ﬂymg off

- '-';fpalr of ﬁghters “have: roared

R -4:-~“They scared the hvmgday-
- _;‘hghts out of her,”. Luongo said.
| .+ Scottsdale ‘air - traffic con- -
“troller-f‘David, - Watts” “said

- fxghter Jets typlca]ly approach

N A ”.show » said Watts, who was told ..
" the jets were U.S. Marine F18s

"'t10n near San Diego. .

. “Miramar spokesman Sgt.

. Rlchard Kulleck said the jets
weren’t theirs. Master " Ser- -

;:' mmtary fighter-jets at ‘subur?’
“]. ban "Scottsdale;Airport. have.v

. o Y. R .
‘_.':Nlck Luongo said his wife was.
. '-7takmg a shower; when some of '

,.thtIefield a’ pilot;“found- the
suggestlon mcred1b1 3
*.. " “Theairplanes were meérely.

" a general'aviation airportina
dlstmctxve _pattern, ;in: whlc P

.flying out.of the Miramar sta-

| -into, thé’general’ aviation’aif~ . at' a"City

landmg » Littlefield: said.,
*Scottsdale air itraffic “co
troller Mary . Anne “Addis’ T
minded the subcommittee that™ |
military Jjets have the rightts .- |
“land at. Scottsdale Axrport She =
turned to Ecton and’ asked him
if hé was bothered to see U
" ‘military jets. in the sky after
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

Iﬂtﬂe saldhe doesn'texpe_ : .. .‘ . I .

the jetsto return anyt1me S

“but we never know
"Scottsdale’s ‘one’ runway is -

8,249 feet long and reinforced”

.to handle Jet traffxc

4-12
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ﬁ?-':lgaarport remark

Re. The Councxl Av1at10n
Subcomm1ttee meeting.: o
. The " newspapers . only re-

L " ported the sensational portion

: "-of the discussion. Prior to my, -

. “intemperate”.; remark, there: .
. ewas’ mformatmn -given ‘to. us. -
" “about: :previous’ landmgs The

- military " -altered  their: ap-
" proach and departures to re-
duce the noise impact on resi-
dents at our. request.

- They were cooperauve and
understandmg T asked at the ;

“meeting " if we could request
the military to’ continue to be

considerate ‘and” only use’ our :

a1rport when necessary.

.« == This 1mtlated a heated de—
) bate -during i
‘which”I made -
‘my poor judg- .
ment remark. -

. - There'was a’ '

: "lot said in this.

. . meeting that-

was . not . re-

ported. |

vital, and I

*Also,”

irlssue is noxse We contmuously

Th- mlhtary is

dents ‘located
'dors

‘are’ explormg ‘every -avenue,:
- and itis challeniging. Anyoneis
welcome whenthereisaneed.” a

The issue is not mlhtary The.

been cooperat1ve

L _vx;';,-.v"-Wayne Ecton :
L ‘Scottsdale -

SR ,they ‘are unwelcome. X will

“The avmtlon subcommlttee, ]
‘was created to work with resi- .
- dents, pilots ‘and aircraft own—j :
- ‘ers to find a' way to reduce air-
“craftnoise over Scottsdale. We L
“.didn’t arrive in their town first, -
~God ~forbid -the 'need - ever”

‘guarantee” : youf':- ‘dollars’ - 'to

. doughnuts’ they would:be the
-first’ to- organize: a: peutlon-
:'.:dnve ‘and’ ‘congréssional /in- -

quiry/into. the reason that they :

- ‘ways’ fo-reduce the noise im-
pacts. We have good relations
) mththemmtaryandtheyhave Y

The writer is. @ member of | -

support all they
-do. | apologize to !
“readers that took - -

there is back- the meaning of nmty -
ground infor--
mation

about

' been reported.

I had no intention of offend-

'mg anyone. I am not anti-mili-

tary. The military is vital, andI
_support all they do. I apologize .

to readers that took the mean-
ing of my poor judgment re-
- mark that I 'am anti-military.

Anyone is welcome "at the
- Scottsdale Airport when there :
is a real need. It was a poor
choice of words to have said .

they are not welcome. Not ev-
ery airport has such a refuel-

ing contract, according to my

information, We have a refuel-
" ingcontract with them and will
honor it. I also care about resi-

poor judgﬂent
:;.remark that 1 am
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. the Scottsdale City. Council. .

Low-ﬂymg councnlman i
"City Councﬂman Wayne Ec- ’

t .
ton voices his-displeasure a
F?-lss landing at the Scottsdale

, ort and would like- to ex-;
tend “Not Welcome”

tomxh_

ous’
tary aircraft.” The “previ .
weekherepnmandedAlr'n'af ;o

fic Control for a recent plane

" crash,

which mveshgators de- .

termined was. caused by pilot:

fa:
error. Amazing, in ‘a’span o :
several days he. managed put-:

ting both feet m mouth — qmte :
: feat L 9 - Bob Amcznto

“ohas S




 Sgmerle B
“hepobie o BITORIL

: g
‘draft. N; lobody has really been asked tos
‘fice much for the effort. ..o .
: So to get bent out of shape on the rar
sions when admittedly noisy military jets
“ need to use Scottsdale Municipal Alrpo
seems petulant to say the least.. .
. --Over the past month, eight F/A-18E Supe
'}‘Homet ‘jets unéxpectedly touched down'at’
Scottsdale Airport, officials told a Cxty Co
_cil subcommittee last week.":
.. There'still are a lot of- quesnons about the’
_ wmdow-rattlmg incidents. Nobody seems't
" know for sure where the jets were from or
. why they needed to use the city airport.: It
_ could be the jets needed fuel or possibly the;
- pilots were just practicing landing and takin
_ off from civilian general aviation facilitie
-which they may someday have to do in an’
emergency.
Asa pract1ca1 matter there S nothmg the
- city can do to stop the jets from using Scotts
dale Airport. And there’s even some indication
_that the pilots may. be adjusting their takeoff
L procedures in. deference toairport. Toise- L
abatement pohc1es *Still, neighbors reportedly
‘complained about some of the earher and :
' .1ouder takeoffs and landings." R :
- Councilman Wayne Ecton, an av1at10n sub-
_commiittee member, spoke for the more in-.
- transigent gripers when he said: “We can let. .
" (the jets) know they're not welcome.” He apol-
ogized for that ill-advised remark Monday af-'; ,
ter it appeared Saturday in the Scottsdale Re- - was part of the problem

.48.«?*
beer»*usmg;Sco a
ey Ty bt
Weeksrrattlin
.-r‘"a,f:rx‘y" SRS

" public and immediately prompted heavy crm- . Its unclear when or if the Jets will show up 1
cism from constituents. - : - at Scottsdale Airport again. Neighbors cer- . :
- Ecton should have known better But in . -tainly have a First Amendment right to com- .’

fairness to the neighbors, many of them prob- " plain, but next time they first might takea .
ably didn’t have the slightest idea what Kinds | . moment to remember the Sept. 11, 2001, ter- -.

of jets were making that racket. Had they rorist attacks and the Americans still dying in:,
known they were military warbirds, they Iraq. Then they might want to reconsider. :
* *+ have been more tolerant. The jets’ ar- It’s not that much to ask. -~
~mtam mmemmehader and that ’
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o THE ARIZONA KEPUBLIC

Scottsda!e

council OKs_i s
""_new homes :

" . y Imley anht
’The Anzona Repubhc

; SCOTI'SDALE —_ Scottsdale, .
.| leaders approved hundreds of - -’
new homes Tuesday,. though,- o
“not without a fight. "= -5 - -
-The Clty Council splxt S—2 )
_over giving the final approval -
- for 318 DC Ranch homies that . -+~
“would be located Just outs:de.
- Scottsdale Airport. e
< .- Councilmen Bob- thtleﬁeld R
i and Wayne Ecton strongly ops ..
. posed the move because the -
. city already is besieged.by .~ -
' complaints’.’ 7about” 'airplane’. - -
_ noise from resxdents mnearby"_; o
‘|- Ironwood Village . L
", . “This is-insane,” Llrtlef' eld o
'said. “Every plane flying over .’ .
. Ironwood will be flying over -
A ‘these homies at'a lower-ali- ", " -
|+ tude, We are creatmg the de-
- struction of the’ au'ports fu-.

> said that the city’s hands were
“-tied because the developer,.~
- DMB Assocxates, had the ap- "~ -
;| - propriate zoning ‘and had met
-| Tall the réquirements.-: :

" ~“Rhetoric "can't. overcome

- reason,” said Councilman Ned
* O'Hearn, who" ‘voted - for the
_.plan along with Mayor Mary
. Manross and council members’ - .
-David Ortega, @ntma Lukas e

and Tom Silverman. -

. The council quickly pulled'_'_.
together, "though, to unani- -

mously approve an agreement
with developer Red Group to
build 230 senior apartments on

. the site of the former Smitty's

grocery store at Granite Reef

.and McDowell roads. -

Even that deal had a conm)-

- versial history. -
InJanuary, the councd unex-, -

pectedly split on the issue and
began negotiations with Trend
Homes to build townhouses.

end Homes pulled out of the ..

eal under the heat of a resi-
dents campaign for senior

housing and the council went -,

back to Red Group in March. -

"City planners have drafted

their own master plan for a
37,500-square-foot senior cen-

ter on the 13-acre property.” .

4-16
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" |, Scottsdéle know the truth about;

| Alrport noise remams ﬁ-problematlc

------ By Plur ip A. V'ckefs i a1
. SPECIAL 0 SCOTTSDALE VIEWS E -pohuca] pfac]_ﬁersththat pc:lhncxanf u
3 i }totrytop cate the residerts:of the-
: ﬁ%ﬁgﬁ&%&ﬁgﬂe Littlefiéld's verbal representations :*.% .commitinities affected by aircraft, .

that he would do “everything
possible to red_uee aircraft noi

_the-past year, it is timé for me to -~
--.speak out and let the residents of

hot air and airport noisé from a ’
councilman whose real agenda is to
“-".do nothing atthe aupoxt so that
v -pilots.(Littlefield is a pilot) can’
. continue s do’whatever they w
‘without-fear of any’ reprxsal
“'-The bottom line is the FAA
“riot do’ anythmg to-assist cities'
reducmg doise over and aroun
their cities and nerghborhood
FAA is’ httle more tban a

" held with Ironwood’ resxdents)
;- listened:to Councilman Bab.
Littlefield, transportation d1rector
ohin Little and airport aviatio
director Scott Gray-For two houm ,
sLittlefield, Little and Gray:
represented to the resrdents that. y
?, “solutions wére  just on the horizon, |
..that a radar system was shortly to.
becomie opérable and that they were
- working. diligently with.the Federal.
- Aviation Administrafion'to get the
“system up and running and, when
" that happened, the FAA. could the
.~ begin to control landing patterns, -
. landing elevations; takeoffs, etc:In
“addition, the trio sald voluntary :
* 'noise abatement procedures -
- .developed by staff and coordmated
*.with pilots would solve many of the ‘
existing noise-related problems.” #These studies. take years t
. ‘Well, almost a year has passed™™. " :completeand‘once completed, ev
‘and no'radar system as:was -_7 - - if the studies dictaté restrictions on:
represented is operable and the" ", "certain types of aircraft, modified=
much talked-about voluntary noise’ © operaung hours; etc., the FAA will
abatement procedures — while:: tilt reject the: ‘conclusions that ar
.- raising-some level-of consciou: #2vdrawn:*Most people knowledgeab
. ramong sincére professional pﬂots ~— - "in how the FAA works will tell
has done nothmg to reduce : ,;that Part 150 and 160 study

- -detriment of mumcrpa]iues faced:
: -with noise-relatéd issues. Further,
,the FAA's system for a: general
', aviation airport to place noise-re
: ‘rules and restrictions of its airpor
" operations’(the Part 150'and Part
161 studles) are little more than
~engineering-exércises that- -expen
taxpayers’ money and res tin

-meaningful reducnon o ; :
~_,n01se~related issues. -

W Privatize the operatl'
AA tower at the airport.
anatlzauon will allow' the Airpo

and more accountabihtyto the ¢ity.
‘TheJess: the: FAAis involved; the
more & city can do' thh its’ tower:
~ontrollers to-minimize noisein.,
takeoff and landmg patterns

1 Please see GUEST Page 2 -

/f/ém/@« }2/‘7‘/0/"
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"+ Scottsdale airport. Naples, Fla.; has don
-+ “ithis andhas prevailed in® court’l‘hxs ;

00 atits a.lrport and ‘adopt local rules for its
* "~ community airport. The FAA has ignored.
“" the court decision and is mthholdmg !

. orderto strong-arm the airport into "
:: -accepting aircraft whose noise levels’ are
... unacceptable. Scottsdale must take a’
: . “pro-active position on this issue.

" M Close the airport from 7p.m. to

* in gross revenue from night operations of
. the airport. Wé could réduce operating:

.. .around the Scottsdale airport-Acquire

‘=.meéSDAnssrrEM'éER’2'4' 2003 kkk L E L

o devc%&:sp{}ng this pronly ol
' e‘an ckmg' stem - - dwe we are o6 romoung e’
to’ lrac?{cgs imany of the larger jet aircraft - development of more a:ra-aft-relgted
that are the cause of a high percentage of - Doise problers, M cg suggestio
the noise-related complaints, Once we ‘work the DC.Ran
re able to identify th i i ‘owner/ developer and givets
favorable zoning for commi
.mdus{nal Proj n leirof r&sxdenual

L ﬁ*(;mtakmgofforlandmg atthe

‘Our axrport isnotin the pubhc
tmnspormuonbusmess and we rieed
$pécialists in aviation-relted probler
run th1s departmeut.

important. Electa mayor who will “get. -
tough” with aviation issues and not be a::
-~pawn for FAA’s nonsensical policies an
procedures and-a City Council that will
~-.support 4 “get tough” approach |
solving the city’s.aviation noise-related.
. .'issues. In the'upcoming election, ask
- >a.fL-Qur city only generates about $9,000 i Councilman David Ortega,¥:;
~"Councilwoman Cynthia Lukas and
. . “Mayor. Mary Manross what eich has
.- costs and rediice noise at the same time. :- :done that has directly rediiced the’
IR - ‘Immediately unplement astrict. -~ ‘impact of aviation noise on those.*+:+
noise ordinance asit relates to excessive  -Scottsdale residents who have. beeu -
.and unreasonable aircraft noise in and . :-. affected: Most importantly, vote:
In closig I wish to clearly : state that’
eviews expressed herein are my-: &
~“personal views and may not réflect the
views of the members of the Scottsdale

i '*‘hght to'ban noisy. aircraft from operatmg

' grant money from the- Naples axrport in.

: ‘noise'monitors at rinimal cost and
*“enforce significant fines on violators. *
2. B Immediately put'a'moratorium on .

. ~further residential development atDC- ‘;'Avxahon Comzmssmn taken as'a who]e
Ranch for all property that is in the du'ect "L _Philip A, Vickers is cmmw
“line of the airport runways, By . Aviation Commission.” - X
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Scottsdale council OKs new homes near airport Artrona o SrowP

advertisement | 18 Different Makes.

Lesley Wright
The Arizona Republic
Sept. 24, 2003 12:00 AM

SCOTTSDALE - Scottsdale leaders approved hundreds of new homes Tuesday, though not without a
fight.

The City Council split 5-2 over giving the final approval for 318 DC Ranch homes that would be located
just outside Scottsdale Airport.

Councilmen Bob Littlefield and Wayne Ecton strongly opposed the move because the city already is
besieged by complaints about airplane noise from residents in nearby Ironwood Village.

"This is insane," Littlefield said. "Every plane flying over Ironwood will be flying over these homes at a
lower altitude. We are creating the destruction of the airport's future."

But the council majority said that the city's hands were tied because the developer, DMB Associates,
had the appropriate zoning and had met all the requirements.

"Rhetoric can't overcome reason," said Councilman Ned O'Heamn, who voted for the plan along with
Mayor Mary Manross and council members David Ortega, Cynthia Lukas and Tom Silverman.

The council quickly pulled together, though, to unanimously approve an agreement with developer Red
Group to build 230 senior apartments on the site of the former Smitty's grocery store at Granite Reef and
McDowell roads.

Even that deal had a controversial history.

In January, the council unexpectedly split on the issue and began negotiations with Trend Homes to
build townhouses. Trend Homes pulled out of the deal under the heat of a residents campaign for senior
housing and the council went back to Red Group in March.

City planners have drafted their own master plan for a 37,500-square-foot senior center on the 13-acre
property.

http://arizonarepublic.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&expire=&ur ID=76589... 09/24/2003
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: Assocxates, the: -DC Ranch people, have fo k

" ing the alrport’s proximity, and waiving the

" under the air traffic pattern — a political fu- -

. .ers'would justas soon.see the au-port closed.

. would be to invite litigation. . -

. meeting. “ love open space. I wish it would
" just stay that way so that we wouldn't have "

"+ “But that's not a-t'all p0551b1e and that’s not_

777077 ?—2/—03

‘But the realify is that DCRa.nch-:s commg
to Scottsdale An'port, and there was little the

>lowed the rules. DMB even will require ‘e
Liomeowners to sign paperwork acknowledg

"right to sue.’--

..'dents to be aware of the possxble néise from"-

the mcommg laneS' assummg there actually

'I'he Scottsdale City Council Iast week

* voted 5-2 to give the-go-ahead to 318 more. ' b

_-DC Ranch houses 1.5 miles awdy from the
- airport runvway. It came after action in July
_ona111-lot DC Ranch nelghborhood.
- ‘Scottsdale 'will be sorry if the two councﬂ
" dissenters, Councilmeh Wayne Ecton’ and Bob
_Littlefield, turn out to be correct.. They :-:
warned that at least some of the new DC
- Ranch homeowners inevitably would join the
chorus of gripers about airplane noise. - -

And in the unfortunate event of a plane -

crash in the new subdivision — which will be
ror can be expected. Even now, some:observ-
Although Ecton and Littlefield’s positions
y make seénse; there was no legal basis to’’
block the DC Ranch plats. In fact, to do s0 -7

-“T agree. I wish it would remain open '
space,” Mariross said at Tuesday’s council’

. any issues at all. No one would complam or
ask questions.

What we're faced with tonight.” - "~ . =
: Ecton recently made a heap of rIouble for
hlmself with his dumb’comment about loud -
" military jets not being welcome at Scottsdale
~-Alrport. But he made a sound observation
about the DC Ranch expansion dilemma.
: “The point I was trying to make is that - -

what’s happened here has occurred because '

‘those'in charge years ago didn’t really Jook at
_this issue and pay attention to it the way that
they should,” Ecton said in defending his op-

positiom “My vote is to try to encourage peo- .

ple in the future to be more careful about sit-
uations like this. And think about what's go-

4-21
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AY'S mes ing

_mg to 6ecur. down the road »

As we said, it is buyer beware for the in-

“coming DC Ranch residents. They won't de- "~
' . serve any sympathy if they try to pull the old -.
““nobody told us” line. Anybody with overly
" sensitive ears probably had best stay away
-1 , from the new subdivisions. It is a matter of
-some dispute just how noisy it really is there. ~

- But some probably will move in anyway.

‘membering it was operatmg before the new-

"7 ‘comers showed up..

- Ecton'is right. The’ iésson to be learned

‘here has to do with avoiding such sorTy pre-
. dicaments in the future. They always should
. be looking for the long-term rarmflcauons of

their decisions.
He, Manross and the others must be v1g1-

O ARSI

T

“Their voices could join the din calling for the -
. rairport to be shuttered. Council members
-~ need to stand firm behind the airport, re-

‘lant today to avoid putting another council in

] sunuar spot 14 years from now.
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vop Quizz John Charles hﬁie I
Aﬂ?‘p@ﬁ is gusi &amg off

By Dan Now:ch G __‘
Scoﬂsdale Repubhc - :

rom its modest debut more r.han a half cen- '

tury ago as the old Thunderbird Field 21
- Scottsdale Municipal Airport has turned

into one of the Northeast VaIley S greatest eco-

DOIILIC assets.

The airport,-and 1ts mcreasmgly crowded -

- Airpark business community, is a regional job .

= hub that is absolutely crucial to- Scottsdales -
21st-century progress and success. ...

. - So, naturally, this bemg Scottsdale and al]1
some folks would like to shut it down.” =

: 'I‘heharshestrapagamstthea.lrporthastodo
with noise. The onmplamts come from home-*
owners not only in the northern part of Scotts-*
dale, but also in' Cave Creek and Carefree. -
Scottsdale Councilman Wayne Ecton recently

made — and very soon after regretted makmg B

—acomment suggesting occasional F/A-18 Jets w5

arenot welcome at the facility. Then the council -
went ahead with plans to put evern mQre homes
" in line with the runway. .

Pop Quiz touched down mth Scortsdalc i .

transportation boss John Little to get a ‘plane -

. view of what’ s going on WITJJ the au‘port these

days.
How does the l:lt)f anﬁupate Scottsdale A.r-
port will change in the short term and the leng
“term? How will operations at the facility be d'f—
ferent in, say, 10 or 20 years from now? . ~:
Scottsdale - Airport. will undergo . many
- changes both short- and long-term. The a:.rport

. will continue to offer quahry servicestotheavi-

ation community and will continue to CDJOY a

rcputatmn as'one of the finest general aviation '*

airports in the country. Nearly perfect flying -
weather and world-class facilities will always"
beanattraction. Generally speakmg, the mixof .
aircraft using Scottsdale Airport is not likely to

change in tbe future, although it is safe to say

tcchnoIooy will coutmue to unprove on s:m:ty
security and noise.> g

. One reason the a:rport getsi in the newsa lot 15 2

bcr.ausn- of naise. The city logs the complaints. -

Yhat is the nonsc*curnplamt trend looking like? -

S =i ni.r_::l ::_:'n.u e e T

Have complaints been | :ncma:.mv or. decreasmﬂ

over the past year?

Noise complaints in Scottsdale have re- '

mained fairly constant over the years, while

calls from Carefrée and Cave Creek have in- .

creased dramatically with the Federal Aviation
-Ad.rmmstrauon s implementation of Northwest.
2000 (a commercial flight rerouting plan). Calls
spiked last year related to overflights from Sky
Harbor, Scottsdale and Deer Val.lcy airports as
the public became aware of changes in flight
paths. Calls from some neighborhoods in-
creased, while other areas of the city noticed
dramatic reductions in over flights.
The current trend is downward. The Cl[’}
Council subcommittee on regional aviation is-

P
'
'
|
[

-l

sues was formed this year for the purpose of "

expanding the city’s role in regional airspace
planning and working toward an airspace plan
that will protect our community’s interests en-
suring the impacts from commercial aviation
are shared among all communities.
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_ How serious a concern for alrport oﬂ‘iaals is
residential encroachment? Is there anything the

city cando to help prospective homehuyers real-. -
ize that they may be living near an airport? " -

-Itis indeed a serious concern for Scottsdale
as policymakers, citizens and business leaders -
‘want to ensure we donot approve plans forresi-
dential development that would put nelghbon
“hoods or the future of the airport at risk. * i*"

If a project were tobe proposed inside t.he 65 .
DN‘L(t.he federally recogmzed day-night sound i
. “level) noise “footprint,’ ’itwould not be allowed.
Residences constructed outside’ this Timit but

“within the’ 55 DNL contour today’ are strougly
» urged by the city to not only have ¢omprehen-.

-sive notification for potential buyers but must
._alsoincorporate sound insulation into their con-’

“struction Specmcauons Our plan is‘to have

ened as' one of the’ results of the (federally -

funded) Part150 noise study that is tinder way..' .’
T‘wre have been recent d':su;sslons ahoui the

g !
port isarare occurrence. When it does happen, :

the unmistakable sound of’ theu* powerful ‘en

f

R A, -_.,-_;..

*“these specifications'and nomf” cations strength— 3

gines brings awe'and | excitement to' surround-"

ing neighborhoods and a few calls from citizens *
‘who are frightened by the noise. Pilots’ do not .

call ahead of time to let us know of their arriv--'

als, as most of their visits are circumstantial -
rather than planned. Of course, they alert the
-control tower and request Instructions to Iand..

“Airport staff ‘continues ‘to find new ‘ways. tcu

work with pilots to make sure they know what
_ takeoff and landing procedurestouseto reduce:
noise. Our relationship’ with the mmrary is
strong and acknowledges the ‘historical origins -;

-of the airport.as a military training’ famhty
There are no plans to.expand or increase mili-’

tary use of our airport'beyond what it is today.’: :

B R R

:Is Scottsdale A.[rport a bl"' I'aulaty for a c:ty the i

‘size of Scottsdale? - :
" Scottsdale Alrport is appropnately smed for

our community. It-is'a single-runway" alrport :

.that cannot expand. It has'a state-of-the-art yet

.u:ltr.mate terminal with essential’ services, res- .

taurant, car rental and f].lght services. From a:
.capacity standpoint, it is big enough to accom:
modate and support special events such as the -
; Phoenix Open,.world-renowned car auctions
and equestrian events. Finally, it has superb
: “connectivity to the a.l.rpark and adjacent busi-
nesses that surround the airport that has prov-
en to be a vital ingrédient of our community’s

conomic dcvelopment strategy. From a land-
use standpoint, it is one of the smaller area air-

ports. From a financial-impact standpoint and

as a community amenity, it stands alone at the
top of all Arizona general aviation airports.



o -siveand respectful of the community it serves.,
*. Open communication;- wﬂlmgness ‘to-help ‘out,

-Has the city put a dollar lmpact on the annual
- economiic impact Scottsdale Airport has on’ the
commumty’ If so, what is it’ “
. The direct'and mdlrect fiscal‘impact of the
alrport itself is estimated to be $150 million per-*}
year. Thatis derived from the busm.ss activity..:
dlrectly atu'ibutable fo:airport operations and**
the"géneral awahon-.commumty"s ‘consumer
*and spending impact while in’Scottsdale visit- B
ing: and/or conducu_pcbusmess. The overall fxs- K :
cal impact ‘of the airportand au-park has® ‘beeén
cited’in (Anzona ‘Department:of: 'D'apsporta- :
non) and (Arizona'State Umversny St d.les as
being closé to $1 billion aniiually. ;
+--What are the pros and cons to. sw:tdungto a
“privatized, > ¢ontract "air “traffic “con
“which’ Congress may allow? e
: _‘one ‘way'or the other?
“ Rather'than prematurely create a debate on d\
) tms topic, let me share the goals and expecta- f{ )
" tions of the commumty telative to air traffic .
; ‘control tower operations. Safery is Number 1. &\
We. will’ support a’strategy ‘that prov1des ‘the “..
. best-documented safety: performance Second",; 3
we will want a tower;operation:that is respon- -

,_,__"and a desire to Work-thh us.on;: commumty' J :

:-noise. issues, pilot edication-and’ ‘citizeni out=: 3§
- reach, We want legislation thatwﬂl allow.us the. Q' .
" opportunity -to’.decide i for- ourselves Wthh ¥

- strategy canbest meet these obJectwes ‘While. ..

‘we are decreasmgly ‘optimistic Congress.will . Qt

+\\

0

- grant.us this option, we will continue to work::
for its passage with the support of our congres-;
. sional delegation. We will: press- for la s.that "

. prov1de local choxce : :
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“would amount to nothmg more’

.:Councﬂ ~however, : his’ Words

‘as signs posted in windows by,
;propnetors hostrle to' mern-

: “Soldlers,
._~keep out.’

- tobe'seen.Itis extremely diffi-
‘cult to unring.a bell. -

?_are noisier-onitakeoff than'the ;
,;corporate passenger Jets that..

f Wayne Ecton wereJ :
other citizen in. Scottsdal
hls declaratxon ‘that m111

Scottsdale Mumclpal Alrpo
‘than:a“ muted - gripe-;uttered
around the office water cooler;

‘As’ a..member:-of ‘the; Clty

carryalot of the same meaning;

- Ecton apparently- reflecte
the ‘sentiments of. Scottsdale

. residents annoyed by the noise
of six F-18 jet fighters operat-:~
‘ed by.the Navy -and:Marine

Corps ' that” made - refuehng
stops .at -the airport in recent
weeks. Rick Luango, who lives*®
close to the airport, said some
of the jets “Scared the hvmg
daylights” outof his’ “wifi

True enougb, mlhtary et

soldlers in Wars from Koreato

right place at the right time be-

cause of. hours .upon hours of

combat crew training. That vi
" tal process no doubt brough
the F-18sto Scottsdale Aerort

“It’s only a guess, but there may,_
- have been another reason; The .
“military may be checkmg out
", the potential of operating dur-"""

mgacnsw from secondary air-
- portsnot likely tobe prime tar:
getsof a. terrorist’ attack’:
No matter the reason for th
mlhtary jet'use of the airport

some “'people ‘will . complain,” _
“i'it to the’ Deparunent ‘of De—:‘i"

commonly come ‘and’ go at the’ *~ those who apparently seek to

airport, but surelyaScottsdale
resident wzth even 'the most

sensitive ears and’ easxly Jan- :
gled nerves can put up oncein *

a while with what amotints to a’
sound of freedom. The’ roar
can even be’ comfortmg :

When: an. Air. Force F 16
made alow pass over the burn-,
ing Pentagon on Sept 11, 2001,
sumvors and rescue crews on

" defy the three rules of real es- -
tate purchasés: location, loca-
B ‘and bases around the world.

“*"Hon, location. They buy homes

close to an airport, then start "
complauung _about " aircraft .
' noise as soon as a telephone is

- installed. That sort of com- ::

plamt contributed to the clos-

" ing of Williams Air Force Base
* @yahoo.com. The wews e,\pressed are

the future of LuLe Air Force

east of Chandler and imperils

Iraq also have been elated by'—
the roarh 2of i close_-support'

hour : they are desperately
needed They show up:in the:

‘dale’ Au'port off hm.ts unless
‘there is some compelhng mili~ -

_be necessary for Ecton to cam-
-paign for big letters pamted on

~however, all of Scottsdale
ought to Welcome Jet fighters.:"
The complamers ¢an continue
to grouse about’the flocks’of " .. -i
‘corporate jets. haulmg million-.. ™
aires to Scottsdale’for a week- ° .
end of ‘golf or whatever,’even - { -
though those flights doubtless -~ ;

contribute mightily to thetour-
ist; business." Scottsdale can

" ever way it chooses.” " s
+ For now, however,.the City "
Council should promptly enact . -

a resolunon Teven w1thEctonj s

where in the city, and dispatch .

. fense asking that’it bé circu- - - -
‘lated to"posts; camps, stauonsA

‘Jay Brashear was a reporter editorial

" Writer and editor of the editorial page
for. The Phoenix Gazette. rehrlng after
© 39 years with that newspaper. He can

be reached at scottsdalebuzz -

those of the author L
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With growmg dxsmay I read" a1rpo shou[d -aWay? You. | :..:
an almost * daxly slew:of . coms; Should go away' Your mces- o
plamts generated,from some . .1', ‘ :

. complamts are Justlﬁed" ‘Do*:" aire
- you' truly~feel thatyou should" -pr

A c1tyaswellasone of our great-
. est” sources .of - tax revenues:. ;" soly
" Never'mind that’ the: au'park “-volunt
_vicinity provides our commu- -y u-te
* nity with thousands of jobs: . * perspectlve. T TR
" Mind this: The-airport- was. - -In’short:: If “you people'~
there first! First .by .decades .would start. countmg your -
".before any resxdentlal develop: 'blessmgs and - .stop ;counting: - -

- ments: went_in to. the nort' airplanes Scottsdale would be_ . -

u-'*«You made Y cho1ce to buy yol a'better place for us all.

:home knowmg the au'port was’ ”"'WENDY WOODARD

there and now you thmk the' o ,SCOTTSDALE

4-26



Stop being selfish .

As longtime north Scotts—
dale ‘residents, my- husband
and I are dlsgusted with the
. NIMBY. attitude that has re-

.cently moved into. the ‘area:
The athtude seems to be ‘that,
once neW arnvals are. settled
in, everyone around them
must ‘change in order.to ac-

commodate their desires. If

’f._j;i;peop': who are’ con-

‘ e".alrport n01se
Would have ‘been half as: ‘con-
cerned about the preservatlon

of 'the desert, they. would

‘never have moved there in the

flI'St place P

We live close to the alrport
and we ‘have never been“con-
cerned with the noise. In fact,

knowmg that the aerort Was
there when we moved in, we
' expected it. Thesepeople need
"to stop being so -selfish and-
. know that ‘the world does not
revolve around them. ‘When
. we heard the jets landing, we
‘rushed out of the house and en-
-joyed the free air show —and
would gladly welcome more.
(c“"v 63 — K. Stanley
_ Scoltsdale
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1. Over the past 10 years,
the city has subsidized Scotts-
dale Municipal Airport (not

_.the commercijal Airpark) with

"/’ millionsof ‘taxpayer :dollars.

 The Sc__o sdale Rep : blw S
‘editorial stand regardmg poor
land use planmng in the vicin-
ity of the Scottsdale AlI'pOI’t is
mght on the money. DMB’ 'sDC

Ranch iS4 top—notch commu- ..

nity and has the legal r1ght for

residential - development un-
der the au*port’s flight path“"’
However in my opinion, ‘the
waiver. dlsallowmg an individ-
ual’s future right to prosecute 5
Scottsdale onairportnoise im-~
pact - 1ssues won’t ﬂy m the _

CON'Ls -

WhO were ‘Involved in the

Quiet Skies organization are .-
circulating three common-
sense questions regarding the -

future viability of the Scotts-
dale Airport.

4-28

Do you think the city should
".continue to spend your tax dol-
lars sub51dlzmg facilities for.
"ipeOple who own airplanes?

;2. 'The Scottsdale Airpark

.-f‘(not the aerort) has become
- the economic center of Scotts-
. dale, " generating ‘more :than
'$1 billion per year in business

and millions in tax: revenue

: ._-_,-_.Should Scottsdale voters sup-
" port the expansmn of the AJr
?.._:fpark"’

3. Do you thmk using the

.. '.'_property now occupied by
- Scottsdale Airport would pro-
Many Scottsdale re51c1ents_ g

vide more jobs and economic

‘benefit for the city if the air-

port property were converted

‘to be part of the Airpark?

I would not be surpnsed i

. _1n the next year or two, an ini-
) _-tlatlve fmds its way to the bal-

lot askmg Scottsdale voters to

,approve another development
i—on top of the runway. -

— Jehn P. Heeppaer
Cave Creek
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Airport letter is just noise |  [DniedAuto Group
_ Oct. 4, 2003 12:00 AM 18 Different Makes, -

Now comes another letter from John Hoeppner about airport noise (“Airport's days numbered,"” Oct 2), only now it's Scottsdale
Airport he want to put on his "hit list."

After his Quiet Skies vendetta against Sky Harbor and the FAA was thrown out of the courts, he's decided to make it his life’s
work to help close all the airports in the Valley. Now he envisions Scottsdale airport closing. . .

Yes, John, the Scottsdale Airpark is a viable economic engine, footed by the Scottsdale Airport. See how the two intertwine?
It's called commerce. That's what brought you and the tens of thousands of others here.

You live in Cave Creek. Have you been around your own neighborhood lately? | have. Homes and businesses are being
constructed all over at an alarming pace. How can you hear an airplane a mile overhead with all the large truck traffic and
building/construction noises? Not to mention the traffic noises. Rush hour there is abominable.

How far are you from Scotfsdale Airport? Are those small-plane noises you hear from Scottsdale Airport or from the private
airport just east of you? Why are you not trying to close Carefree Airport? Those planes fly lower and closer to homes and

roads than any in Scottsdale.

D.E. and D.S. Brown
Scottsdale

Find this article at:
http:/Avww.azeentral.com/arizonarepublic/northeastvalleyopinions/articles/1004sr-tets041.html

[T Checkthe box to include the list of links referenced in the article.

http://arizonarepublic.pn'ntthis.clickability.comjpt/cpt?action=cpt&expire=&urlﬂ)=77960.... 10/06/2003
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1) the'end of the Scottsdale.
. Mumcxpal Au'port runway th.a

: ﬁwalver to be: 51gned by hom
. ;_buyers at time of purchase w111

" - To be'sure, Indian’s garding is’
too'limited now to‘attract high
rollers from'the sky Sooner or:
later;the casinos are likely'to
; offer . everything *-that:"Las .
‘Vegas. does. “Then ‘high- flying
aircraft .owners may- b :
_clined-to make a fuel or rest
 stop that also offers full-range'
. gambling. ‘Who knows, airlines:
may one daybe mterested inan’

served by maJor -airlines;, th
a1rport is of ‘direct advantag _
to.no-more than’ a handful ‘of.-
Scottsdale re51dents —= those
who fly private planes OF NOW -
and then charter a1rcraft oper

load of those bapers may notdo *
any- good Actua]ly, the_‘ docu

Scottsdale has léarned
1" : : & hard way that it doesn’t pay to"
. _how a Judge looI\s at the law "sive, but the beneﬂt of non-avi-' - ‘look at immediate néeds or to.
1.5 --ation commerce at the Scotts-  the near future when it Comes
home-building industry," ‘those dale Airparkis evenmore so—’. to an airport. Let’s not' make .
homes will be erected by a cor- _.$850 million. Scottsdale proba- " the same rmstake agam
poration that vanishes not long -bly would come :out"at least "
after they are finished. Scotts- .. -even if land occupied by run- Jay Brashear was a reporter, edltonal
dale and the aircraft owner be- - way, . taxiways- and aircraft’ writer and editor of the editorial page .
.| come the deep- pocl\et targets " parking ramps were converted " for The Phoenix Gazette; retiring after -
for damages. .:..*- *.. to other commercial uses.”:"- "39 years with that newspaper.: He can
- No ‘matter- what they sxgn, "~ If Scottsdale really needsan - be reached at scottsdalebuzz@ .
homeowners near the. airport airport, the City Council would yahoo.com. The views expressed are .;' i
don’t give up political rights, wisely look to the long-term fu- - "/ those of theauthor. - . . -
and miore airports around the ture, aprocess that eluded ear- . T
country have been shut down lier City Councils, whichestab- .
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o Scottsdale officials:.

seek to address

-

fo 68,.5percent of - complamts

about" 'oxse from alrcrafg

%, during " tha Airpor _Adwsory_
: Cormmssxons meetmg at- 6.
© pm. today at the Alrport

Admlmstratlon Conference -

‘ Room 15000 ‘N. Anport Drive

plaints’i m September com— -

'*pared with 1,307 complaints. .

“filed durmg the Same month
. _lastyear ’
* v Airport director Scott Grey

credlts .the decrease to com- -

unicating with residents who

made complaints and working

mth pllots to make them more
-aware of the noise issue.”
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- ing, members will - prev1ew the

R au'port's proposed ﬁve-year;.

o :Aviation Capital Improvement .

*.Ziprogram and get an update on--

B the’ Scottsdale Flghter PllOtS
Museum B

' The “museum, planned for

: " ‘the southeast corner of Thun-

derbu‘d ;i "Redfield roads, "

. »._-proﬁles f'Valley"fighter: aces
sand'a’ ‘detailed exhibit of Thun- g

.. iderbird T, the’ ‘Army Air. Corps._:,

‘training base that evolved mto

sthe c1ty’s mrport

POV Y S

Tor‘crasmusseri@azt»(ib.gp_ﬁ o
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Sound off about noise at airport's workshops

. Thomas Ropp , : advertisement °
The Arizona Republic ;
Oct. 7, 2003 12:00 AM

SCOTTSDALE The public will get a chance to sound off about airport noise through a series of public workshops beginning
this month.

The workshops are a key part of Scottsdale Municipal Airport's latest noise study that will examine noise contours, existing
" flight paths and the possibility of establishing new noise regulations.

“The study will look at existing noise abatement techniques that we currently have in place and suggest a myriad of other
ones,” said Scott Gray, Scottsdale Airport's director.

Pilot curfews and restrictions will be examined as well.
Gray said the interactive study will consist of five public workshops over the next 12 to 14 months.

Visitors to the city's Web site will also be able to download a brochure in the next couple of weeks as well as connect to the
city's noise consultant’s link. .

After 14 months of public input, the study and its recommendations need to be adopted by the City Coundil and approved by
the Federal Aviation Administration.

"The approval process should take another three months," Gray said.

This year, Scottsdale received $273,000 from the FAA to conduct the noise compatibility study, which actually falls under
federal aviation regulation Part 150.

Airports are not required to conduct noise compatibility studies, but Scottsdale Airport has been a leadet in that area long
before the recent series of noise complaints by area residents.

Scottsdale commissioned one of the first noise compatibility studies by a general aviation airport in 1984.
The last study was in 1995 and resulted in an updating of noisa contours and suggestions on land use planning.
The first workshop time and place have yet to be determined.

For updated information go to wwawv.ci.scottsdale.az. us/airport.

Reach the reporter at thomas.ropp@arizonarepublic.com or (602) 444-6880.

Find this article at:
http:/hrerve . azcentral. comlanzonarepubhc/loceI/artlclasl100rnenmsestudyO? html

http://arizonarepublic.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&expire=&urlID=78287... 10/07/2003
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¥ about ‘the’ a1r150rt.

, but n_ow I am. 'I‘im ‘has s_hown

B ;'""An'park could expand in that ‘i

. "tax revenues for the city. Addx-:j '

._.'-‘easxly within ‘30 minutes‘of -
Scottsdale Airport is” ‘another:
.. :reason why the Scottsdale “Air:
. :port is expendable

,.tween the good neighbor Air- 7}
h park vs. the bad neighbor air-i
" port be placed-on’a ‘general -

_ could decxde tms issue. .

;“The airport produces airand " |
:-noise pollution. and benefits a.”;
w-small minority. at the expense‘ g

X
ing the a1rport 18 months ago,

-*::.1-have- :
Cxty Cotincil, but the ‘mermbers o

‘ are either’ unwilling or unablé_;
_to solve this problem for their
4 constttuents 5
By closing the’ mrport, he

- Jocation and provide more jobs i
. forresidents and more reliable: i}

o t10na11y, the cxty could riditself .’ -
of a nuisance.::
- Thefact that Sky Harbor is |

- Ipropose that the chou:e be-

election ballot  so re51dents I
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Public input sought at airport noise workshop - Oct. 28, 2003 - City ... http://www.ci.scottsdale.az.us/news/2003/October/10-28-03.asp

1of ]

4 Back Home | Events | Jobs | Services | Departments |

Report a2 Problem |

News Release

Date: Oct. 28, 2003
Contact: Jim Mclntyre, Public Info. Coordinator (480) 312-7607

Public input sought at airport noise workshop

Residents in the vicinity of Scottsdale Airport are invited to attend a workshop to discuss
aircraft noise impacts generated by Scottsdale Airport air traffic.

The workshop is the first in a series that will gather feedback from the community on ways
to address noise concerns and update the airport’s noise compatibility study.

The first public workshop is scheduled from 6 to 8:30 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 30, at the
Desert Canyon Elementary and Middle School cafeteria, 10203 E. McDowell Mountain
Ranch Road in Scottsdale. It will be held in an open house format so those interested in
providing their input can drop in anytime during the workshop hours.

If residents cannot attend the series of workshops, they can give their feedback by logging
onto the following web site: www.coffmanassociates.com

Coffman Associates Inc., is the noise consuitant conducting the study.

“The study will look at our airport's current efforts to reduce noise, examine where and
how much noise is generated by aircraft using our airport and evaluate the effectiveness
of potential new noise reduction techniques,” said John Little, Scottsdale’s Transportation
General Manager.

Referred to as the Federal Aviation Regulation Part 150 Study, it is expected to take
12-14 months to complete. Following the study and public comment period,
recommendations will be made to the Scottsdale City Council for possible adoption and to
the Federal Aviation Administration for that agency's approval. “The approval process may
take an additional three months beyond the duration of the study,” said Scott Gray,
Scottsdale’s Aviation Director.

This summer, Scottsdale received $286,590 from the FAA and state to conduct the noise
compatibility study.

While general aviation airports are not required to conduct noise studies, Scottsdale
Airport has been a leader in the area and in the nation as the first general aviation airport
in the country to submit a Part 150 study. The first airport noise compatibility study was
commissioned by the city in 1984 and the last study was done in 1995.

-30-
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1ts fight agamst the govem
ment’s- rerouting ‘of “commer-

‘the’ closmg of: Scottsdale
port is’ not: 1mp0551b1e
“John‘"*Hoeppner, forme
head of Qmet Skies, an organi-'
zation *that. ~

announcement that he’s tired
of working_ with the city ove

craft noise issues’ and Wil
now 'BO. to plan B! takmg thi

S fhe nght people get'in
'olved in this'thing;’

somethmg to contend witl

cﬂman “Bob: Littlefield “5aic
|- *Thisi is'the same guy ‘who sai:

“they’d” win the lawsuit, ‘too
:ZClosing the airport is nuts.’
~~""Heé said that of a quarter of a

~complamts last y

¢ial jet flights said he beheves.

unsuccessfully-
] §ugq the' Federal AvxatJon Ad-

“resident Nick Luongo s recent’f :

then'the --.©
Scottsdale council will have‘j

' -mﬂhon residents in Scottsdale, -
"Z6nly 272 filed alrcraft nmse o
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. -Hoeppner ‘said- many “of th
" people, who_were_involved in
the Northweést 2000 lawsuit are
. interested in Nick Luongo’s ini- ¢
"tiative petition to'close Scotts-]
- dale Alrportbecause they hav
.sumlar 1ssues wn.h corporate
Jets R L
: “Those of us out51de Scotts-:
-+ dale are also being adversel
- affected by corporate jets go-
.- inginandoutof Scottsdale Air-
"+ ! port,”. Hoeppner said.-He said’
" he believes one of the ‘domino
<+ effects of the Federal Aviation
~.*Administration’s decxsxon tore-:

*. route commercial jet traffxc
* . over Carefree, Cave Creekand plane had to. make an. ‘emer-
_“north, Scottsdale was the im-7 -gency off-airport landing near

-pact on corporate jet’ patterns
“in'and out of Scottsda]e -Air-

one " Luongo said.: '
I.n fact, there have been mcx-

none involved corporate jets:
K Last winter a small’'plane
crashed m a shoppmg cente

troller union President David
Stock “admitted * earlier - thjs
year that corporate jets were |
forced to fly lower and in new ’

fn .hxs 16 reasons to close’

areas to accommodate the; Scottsd'lle Airport, Luongo be-~

.Northwest 2000 (a1r trafﬁ . ‘lieves. the 226 acres_could be
i Luongo a62-year—oldret1re
computeranalyst,sald aircraft
nbise was not a problem over ;
. his Ironwood Village neighbor- ¥
hood until 18 months ago, after
- the implementation of -North-’
" west 2000. He also feels in
creased corporate jet use by
companies after 9/11 has’ cou-
tributed to excessively noxsy
skies.” Ironwood ~Village™.is
" about two miles- north of the

park to’ expand which ‘would

'Craxg Mormngstar, a“four
‘der .of i AZSNAP, ¥ Arizona’s

said nothing could be further;
from the truth.He said many ‘of

' -axrport_ AR ‘the  corporations ' ‘around the

A\rpark are, there because of_

‘the“airport, and | many ‘even

.Alrport n°t a problem have pnvate tax1ways ‘to_the
“Thatsacrock,” said Scotts- < -

dale ‘Councilman Bob Lxrtlen ‘

field. “If we got rid of the cor- - port dxsappeared so’ would' o
porate jets, he’d be complain-; those corporations and many of -
ing about the (single’ engme) the more than 40,000 jobs atthe
Cessna 172s." . Airpark. This, - according to |
"The actual number of opera- Morningstar, would dramati-"

~ tons (takeoffs and landings) cally increase taxes -for-all -
- hasnot mcreased at Scottsdale Scottsdale residents. .
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p ¢
years. However, ‘the an"port»
does not break down’ the nim-;
ber of corporate Jet operatmns,’v
it’s unclear whethet‘ ‘those’

port this past' year,: although

Sami’s Club, alsomsteastofthe-' y

liveunderaflight pathifbe’s so|

sold for an estimated $226 mil-’
lion and’ allow Scottsdale Air- -
~said the corporate jéts,coming | }

‘bring: m more Jobs and l\eep’

'Still, he doesn't have a \ problém
“with the air traffic because he’|:;
'reahzes the airport-has been :
Scottsdale” Network “AirPark, .

‘neighborhoods north and east
»-of “the facility oomplauung
about noise,” Jones said. - ;!

- years before it started.”

Airpark property. altogether 1f :
the airport: went .away, Mor—
ningstar saxd.‘In 1963 the’city- |-
bought thé. property from:the |
Seventh-day Adventist Church
for, $3 million. :However, :the’
agreement included a clause‘.
that sald the property would re— Ai-

a]so have a say.in the aerorts ;
‘future because of federal'and -
state - “grants :-accepted . by '
Scottsdale to develop the axr ¥

R p———

basn't even ‘filed with the’ city
cle_rk's office yet thxs ‘would j

“stand why Luonga continues to :

unhappy.-Jodes lives ‘at:S6th - .
Street: and Doubletree Ranchv i
‘Road “in’ Paradise -Valley." ‘He |
{
]

over Camelback Mountam into,
Scottsdale 's “south * approach 1
are solowover his hotise hé can
make - out ™ their N—numbers L

around since World War II, and
‘hé’ accepted. the presence “of
Scottsdale Axrport before he' .

:“I'do get so tired of the p .
ple wholive in the silk stockmg

Luongo sa1d he’s tired of peo-’ |
‘ple telling him he should move’
if he doesn’t hke the aircraft
noise.” -

" “That just gets me madder ‘
Luongo said. “T lived here 2% |:
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F“’d‘ Search News Update
Market Glance Workshop held over Scottsdale airport roise
Photography .
Get Out By Chris Rasmussen, Tribune
Contact Us
About The Tribune Seeing a pilot's face — as he flies over her hotse — is a bit much for

Subscriber Services Sarah Day. , .
Order Home Delivery She joined about a dozen other Scottsdale resicents Thursday night in the

first of a series of city-sponsored worksheps to ¢jzther input on noise from

Advertise .
! .

Tribune In Education Scoftsdale Airport

QLASSIFIED LINKS...
Jobs "They come s0 closs to my house | can see the nuts and balts of the. aircraft and the

pllot's face,” Day sald.

Cars
Real Esiate She would like to see higher altitude restrictions wher glanes fly over homes.
Garage Sales

8¢ For Mike Schell, who lives about two miles southwest of the airport, the big jets are
Perso nats ey | CiSTUPtIVE.

| appreciate the airport is @ major economic engine for the city, but | would like to
see the older and louder jets banned,” he said.

Scolisdale hired Coffman & Associates Airport Conistitants during the summer to
conduct a noise study, which is referred to as the Feceal Aviation Regulation Part
150 Study. Federally funded, the study will [ook at cirrent noise levels and
racommend ways to lessen the impact on surroundii 3 neighbors.

Depending on what the study revaals, the type of aiitra using the airport could be
restricted, aircrafl could be forced lo fly at higher gititides over residential areas, and
a mandatory curfew late at night and early moming zould be enacted.

1
Aviation director Scott Gray said the ultimate goal of spdating the noise compat;bmty !
study is to restrict access to louder corporate jats buit sefore 1985.
The study, which will include the use cf noise monit:irg equipment and radar —
tracking, is expected to take 12 to 14 months, said Ji n Hamis, project manager for B,
Coffman & Associates. é’*

"I think this whole thing is a farce,” Scottsdale resident i{en Weingarten said of the

noise study. “it is alf lip service to people who are coinjlaining about noise.”

Complaints of loud, low-flying alrcraft in and out of Sictisdale Alrport spiked in i

tf;'e?}rua;ry, when the Federal Av:at»on Administration mplemented its Northwest 2000
ight plan.

The plan, which redlrected air traffic from Phoenix Sty r{arbor International Airport,
also shifted flights from Scottsdale Airpert over reald artial areas.

ngscity completed its first noise compatibility study in 1984 and last updated It in

Thursday's meeting was at Desert Canyen Middle S tool. While times and places

htrp://www.eastvalleytn'bune.com/index.php?sge1 2298 10/31/2005
i 4-42
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have yet to be set, community meetings are planned fcr svery two months during the

. i e caursa of the study,
L THMANDLE] CENBER

__F0C TRt Akis Once completed, the study will be presented to the C ¢/ Coundil for consideration,

[t will be forwarded ta the FAA for final approval.

Contact Chris Rasmussen by sma, or phone (480) 970-2368

YISUT OUR AFFILIATES : | Arizona Interactive Media Group | Ahwatikea Foothills News | Osily News 5un | Get Out | Yuma Sun | Freedom Commur
Tertns of Use | Privacy Poiicy | © 2001 - 2003 All Fiitiliis Reserved.

http://\ww.eastvallq"tzibune.conl/index.php?st)= 12298 10/31/2003
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Seemg a pxlot s face-—

- he flies over her house — is a, B :
~bit much for Sarah Day. 'f»_‘” N
. * She ‘joined about ‘4 ‘dozen®:
.- othér Scottsdale ‘residents : E
Thursday mght in the ﬁrst of:
['a]series of ‘city- sponsored B

Workshops to gather input on .

‘noise.. from Scottsda]e_:

fhrport.

“They come s close to my-_; B
.' house I can see’ the nuts ‘and s

~.bolts of the aircraft’ and th
" pilot’s face," Day said.-

- ‘She would " like to see_i |
. higher™altitude; restrxc’aons"‘
“ wheni planes fly ¢ over homes

banned," he said. -

“I apprec1ate the alrport IS
' a major <€conomic-engine for .*

. the city, but I would like to -
" see the older and louder jets’

. Scottsdale hlred Coffman ) ==

& Associates Airport Con- -

“sultants dunng the summer

to conduct 4’ noise study,
thch is referred to as the . .

Federal -Aviation Regulation

{ Part ‘150 . Study. Federally -

funded the study will look at
'noise levels and recommend
;. ways to lessen the impact on
surroundmg neighbors.: *.""

..Depending ‘on what the

i
+
[
I
|

study reveals, the typé of air-
i craft using the au'port could

, . be” restncted, alreraft. could
« “be forced to fly at higher alti-

[ ‘tudes’ over resxdentxal ‘areas,
I

could be enacted_

: Awatlon dlrector Scott

Gray said the ultimate goal of

updatmg the ‘noise compati-
- bility study - Is to restrict’

‘and a mandatory curfew late '
’ -at night and’ ‘early mormng :
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NOISY: An airplane ﬂie; out of the Scottsdale Airport.
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access to louder corporate
Jjets built before 1985. )
The study, which will

. include the use of noise moni-

toring equlpment and radar
tracking, is expected to take

12 to 14 months, said Jim

Harris, project manager for
Coffman & Associates.

“I think this whole thing is
a farce,” Scottsdale resident
Ken Weingarten said of the
noise study. “It is all lip ser-
vice to people who are com-
plaining about noise.”

Complaints of loud,

low-flying aircraft in and out
of Scottsdale Airport spiked
in February, whenthe
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration implemented’ its
Northwest 2000 flight plan.

The plan, which redi-
rected air traffic from Phoe-
nix Sky Harbor International
Airport, also shifted flights
from Scottsdale Airport over
residential areas.

The c1ty completed. lts )

first noise compatibility
study in 1984 and last
updated it in 1995.

Thursday’s meeting was
at Desert Canyon Middle
School.” While times and
places have ‘yet to be set,

. community meetings" are’

planned for every two
months during the course of
the study. g

Once compléted, the study,
will be presented to the City:
Council for consideration.

1t will be forwarded to the .
FAA for final approval.

CONTACT WRITER: (480) 970-2369
or crasmussen@aztrib.com '
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living with
the Noise

Recently, my old college
discontinued our school mascot as a
sideline figure at sporting events. The
hue and cry that has arisen as a
result of this move has been both
stunning and embarrassing; stunning

because no one ever really paid attention to the comic book

character, and embarrassing because he had been around

only since 1979, while the school as been around since 1848.
" Not exactly a monument to time.’

While not nearly as stunning - and certainly not
embarrassing - is the hue and cry over the noise issue
resulting from landing and takeoff patterns mandated by the
FAA. They are the result of traffic emanating from Sky Harbor
Airport, causing the re-routing of landings and takeoffs for all
airports in the greater Phoenix area, including Scottsdale
Airport. From Cave Creek to DC Ranch, the noise made by
irate homeowners is almost as loud as the noise from the
airport. Bear in mind that the airport was fully functional
before there was a significant population in the surrounding
areas. Also bear in mind that the level of complaints was
minimal prior to the FAA getting into the act with their
mandated traffic patterns. Suddenly, the call for noise
reduction has become a call for the closure of the airport by a
very vocal few. They cite the danger of potential crashes in
residential areas and the high cost of operating the airport.

The airport contributes approximately $150 million to the
local economy and a major reason for the explosion of growth
in the Airpark. As such, you can expect it to remain open.
Homeowners who find themselves in the new approach and
takeoff patterns will have the choice of complaining to the
FAA, working through their Congressional delegation, living ‘
with the noise or moving. It is noteworthy that a vast majority
of the complaints have come from a very few. I don't want to
sound harsh, but when you buy near an airport, expect some
noise. As for the folks in the hinterlands, they are the
unfortunate victims of circumstances.

live near the airport, so | am not turning a cold shoulder
to those experiencing a noise problem. | would like to see
enough pressure applied to the FAA to change their Northwest
2000 plan. Closing the airport is not a valid alternative. It is a
valid contributor to the economy of an area that produces
significant revenue for the city.

As a resident, | also feel that those experiencing problems
with airport noise need to find some relief. | know the city and
the airport are doing more than anyone may be aware of to
alleviate this problem, such as working with our
Congressional representation to foment the necessary changes
to Northwest 2000. Let's hope their efforts will make a
difference.- = -

Wayne Rowan

Scottsdale Airpark News
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Back up the moving van
: " Please! ‘The airport was in
place well before Nick Luongo

“‘bought in Ironwood Village. He
is free tomove, not the airport.

5 L e Jeanne Cartillo
' T Scowe
L oL _.’ . R TR



,March 9 general election ballot.

"I ! 's anotha' cxample of oﬁ'enng the wron.g solu-
tiontoa lcgmmatc concernand of subsmutmga
problem of onc $ort for cmothcr of a dn_ﬂ'ercnt
sort g

'signatures to put the issue on Scott.f»dalp's

--Even’ though this lone wolf needs to gatber
16,531 signatures, an arduous task by anyone’s

standards he doesn’t even seem to have much
- . . ' agreement - among his ‘.:
: - neighbors. The Arizona’

.1 Republic recently i

K " “neighbors “who would 7
alrport would - prefer that he get out of
do to our Cltys Scottsdale rather. than "
future Is ™ see Tﬁe airpc;rt leave.

. T of -course,
missed In this - doesnt mean that cit.
man’s quixoﬁc zens should not have the . .
questto rid. -~ Tene 1o Bake theic

: voices in myria
his neighbor. ways. On the contrary, ..
. our combination democ-
h°°d °f "°|5e- - racy-republic is based

‘on participatory poli-
tics. F‘tm.her it is expected, or at least hoped,
that these citizens will exercise not only their

nght to vote but their duty to think critically.

" As David S, Broder pointed out in Democracy  *

Derailed: “Qur citizens have a]ways bad a

healthy skepticism about the people in public .

office; the whole Constitution rests on the as- -
" sumption that the exerctse af pow er 15 a danger
‘ous intoxdcant” -.°

But this does not " mean that every cmzens

ideaforreformisa good one. A citizen is justas ",
capable of being as biased, short-sighted or self- -

ishasa politician. So we should treat such ef-

forts from citizens with the same healthy skep- .
Hcism we give to our pohncal leaders. .. ...
- Given this criteria, the notion of closing the K

Scottsdale airport is simply mxsguxded The

economic damage this would do to our city's fu-"*

ture is missed in this man's quxxonc quest torid
his neighborhood of noise.

Mayor Mary Manross summed this up per-
fectly when she recently told me: “Citizens al- .

ways have the right to try to change public pol-’
' 1cy, but it is a terrible mistake to consider clos-
ing the Scottsdale Airport. That airport is an in- N
tegral part of our history and economy, not to -
mention our future. Aslong as I am mayor, I will -
do everything in my power to prevent xts clo-‘ -

sure."” And she's right.

John Scudder is a writer and educalor who grew up in

Scottsdale, He can be reached at scudpolitics@msn.com.
The views expressed are those of the author,

; ported .that .it has re-
.. ceived a plethora of e-'
 mails from this man's -

-

. - Jersey newspaper, 1 had .
a quiet  lost my naivet i
neighborhiood ° _ Back then,
. Sympathy  for peop
; onily to wake © * who moved near an air

.plained about the ' noxse. .
. have their -~ * ] don. But 1 have -
-tranquility and .
property -
values stolen only to wake up one day
to have their tranquility
by faceless and property values sto
bureaucrats len by faceless bureii

ne per.minute in the New Jersey: suburbs, 18°
.miles west' of Newark Airport :many-low-
,.enoiigh to read their markings, due'to t.he FAA
and the Port Authority of New. York'and New -
ersey arbitrarily changing long-standmg
routes that had been over mdusmal areas, % . .
" Before that day, I wasfaive about how ¢ ourpo-
Jitical system really worked. Years later; after-’
uilding 2 soundproof room in my basement,
formmg as, OOO-member grass-roots group, tes- -
ufymg in Congress with
-11 members of the Néw ..

1 have plenty 'Jersey cong;essxonal
delegation -'and -‘being
of sympathy - honored as “Commufnity -
- for people who ° Service Volunteerof the -
buy'a home in Year” by a major. ‘New

“up one day to.

together in the same incestuous political bed.
And what a big bed it is! It includes the FAA,
a.u'lmes aircraft manufacturers, the Air Trans-
port Assocumon the Aircraft Owners and P)-
" lots Assocxatlon, municipalities that own’ air-
-ports, legions of consulting firms, and polm
- cians and their staffers who are bought wnh m
* dustry PAC money.
Bureaucrats move with regulanty from one

-ulator with the FAA one year, be an airport ma
*ager with a municipality the hext yéar and by
lobbyist with the ATA the following year. .
Those who want a liicrative career id the in-:
dustry quickly leamm not to rock the bedor, heav- -
en forbid, to invite citizens to join in theu' orgy.
In public, they wink at each other as they pre-
tend to care about people on the ground and fo -
follow noise regulations. In private, they poke
fun at the public and scheme to subvert the reg-
- ulations, .
In summary, don't belxeve anythmg t.hat the
" apparatchiks say, and don't listen to hoineown--
ers who bought homes under flight paths and
now whine about the whine of jet engines.

Craig J. Cantoni is an author, public speaker and - .
consultant. He can be reached at ccan2@aolcom, The °
views expressed are those of the author.
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G list of those myths and'th
_ t;—uth about each
© . * Myth: Scottsdales tax

",_..payers sibsidizé ‘the .airport.. '
_Fact: Our alrport is one of .the-.|
few- thmgs in Clty government -

‘that " pays “‘for':itselfl “Hefty;
increases xmpOSed by the City ~
Council in au-port user fees -,

.-, more "than? cover both 1ts

du'ect and mdlrect costs

‘ economy. Fact The alrport
--':'alone (not ‘even’ countmg the .

- . airpark) employs almost 2 ,000 -

people "and produces an.

annual economic . impact - of '

over $100 mxlllon -If the air

. port itself were one business it

. vrould bé .the seventh’ largest.”
; ‘employer in Scottsdale. “And’
* . .about 5 percent of the tourists
"~ who visit Scottsdale each year'*”
" arrive by :way of Scottsdale -
“Airport, particularly attendees
'of signature events,
The positive 1mpact on
_ Scottsdale’s* economy of the :-
‘alrpark home to 2,193 compa--
nies with 41,265. employees is.

mdlsputable ‘Scottsdale Air-""
park has the third largést con- -

. centration of jobs in‘the Phoe-'.
" nix - metropolitan : area, "after ..
the Central Avenue comdor of »

downtown - Phoenix ‘and the |
area surrounding Sky- Harbor:.

International Airport. The air- .
- park’is ‘expected to become
.- the state’s largest employment
_center by 2010. -

: syste'm“ for' acceptmg ‘nois

e -'—i‘atxon ‘Administration’s rerout-"
.. .ing of airline departures from .-
. Sky Harbor téok advantage of
| i our"open system to file hun—--
dreds of complaints per month "

- to advance their cause. :

" there. are no aireraft n01se )

* problems in Scottsdale, ‘and..

. our airport has made (and Wlll

" ‘continue to' make) reasonable

" “accommodations to lessen the .
1mpact of aircraft noise. But -

: ‘the issue needs to be"put intg- -

““reasonable accommodations”

 Scottsdale Airport " disap-.
‘lose a’dime. But Scottsdale

- of millions of them: That's why -
© it is vital that we keep Scotts-. -

complamts .of any ,airport in ¢

-~the area: As'a result.we logged
- many- complalnts from’ ‘people ..

" ‘outside “of Scottsdale, "abou
*“aircraft that had - ne” conriec
*‘tion " to “Scottsdale “Airport.
Opponents of the Federal Avi-“

That . does not mean that

perspectlve, -and the term’

does ‘not- mclude closmg the .
mrport k .
*One last myth is that asa .
ﬂlght Instructor_ and pilot..
“‘examiner, I have a personal -
‘ﬁnanCIal "stake ‘in’ Scottsdale .
... Airport. The reallty is that my .
hanger is at.Deer Valley Air-
-*port in Phoenix, and I instruct °
- ,and conduct flight tests at air-
“'ports all over-the ‘valley. If

peared tomotrow I would not .

would lose dollars — hundreds

dale Airport open and wbrant

Bob Littlefield isa -
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Instead of Whmmg about the
'.-jno1se complammgabout being *
. iny '.nvemenced and lookmg

Mihtary |ets no problem

ST just: cannot’ beheve the
commouonthatlscaused over - - :for’ : :
mahtary jets landing at Scotts- 'landmgs, we ‘all’ should dnve~~'

“‘dale Airport. I live as close to ‘dovm to'the airport arid shake= .
; the-airport -as’ anyone, -beéing “these pilots’ hands, thank thern = :
, _Iessthanahalfmﬂefron; the. . . */for serving their country, and= - . o
"-»northernmostpomtof the run- 5 sayaprayerforallthemenand- SRR

< “Do I hear corporaté planes women servmg oversees who: :

'and mxhtaryjets takmg of and
'{ilandmg’ Yes:’
- i Have they once impeéded’ the .
" quahty of my. 11fe or rumed my .
"'.day?‘ No.* . T
‘.., Maybe the people complam o
- ing: about our military- jets P
. .should do'a'gut check on; their " |
~“level of patriotism. Whenever I’
“-hear-the’ ‘military. jets’taking

off or landmg, 1 run outside to

get alook at not only a'wonder- - -
‘‘ful piece of de51gn, but a won-

“derful protector-of our’coun- ;
-ty Itxstrulyathmgofbeauty
" to see one take off against the -

backdrop of Camelback Moun- :

: tam : S
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.and its meact on Scottsdale.‘ L
| Here. is a list of. those myths BoB .- -
~and’ the tru .
i them. {
Myth Scottsdalestaxpayers
: sub51dlze the airport.:
Fad:Ouraxrportlson ofth
: few things in city government e
I-that pays for itself. Thanks to’ :
. heftymcreasesmposedbythe )al i
- City Council in the fees that we .. out Scottsdale’ A.u'port It is,
‘charge users.of the airport, . coincidence that two of the to
.these - fees ‘more ;than ‘cover. 'threeconcentrahonsof;obsf
both ‘the. dlrect and .indirect thePhoemxmetropohtan area
costs of running the airport. :: ° are cemtered on airports, “The
. {Myth::The airport contrib- businesses in-the An'park in
uteshttleto Scottsdalesecono—‘:‘ clude 30 regional or: natxonal‘
: © corporate headquarters, many
S ‘The a1rport alone (not™* of which chose to be here spe-
even .counting the .Airpark) . cifically because of the'ability.: “c; 1 - air
employs almost 2,000 people to access their headquarters " One last myth:
.and produces an annual eco- by business jet. These. head-' ~ structor, and pilot; -examiner, T.
-pomic impact of more than. . “.hi ials
. $100 miillion — if the au'port it<

Vélley Airport in Phbemx, and_
.:fI mstruct ‘and.- conduct fhght

|| ibeIthe {seventh-largest --em

e ployerm Scottsdale Andabout °
1.8 percent of the tourists” ‘who
| visit Scottsdale’ each year — " nc
parucularly “attendees of our ©

'c1tys signature events — ar- .
' rive by way of Scottsdale An' -

: : 1mpact on
Scottsdale s economy of" the :
An'park, whichishometo2,198
‘companies . with 41,265 - em-- 3.
ployees, "-is ' indisputable...;7ing of airline departures from: "

_Scottsdale A1rpark has the™/Phoenix Sky Harbor "Airport” : Bob Lrttlefeld i$ a Scottsdale city ™
! ‘third-largest concentration of “generated extensive news cov- : councilman. The wews expressed are ’
i JObS in the Phoenix metropoh- -erage of local avmuon 1ssues : those ofthe author R
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_Scottsdale S*

'du'ector Scott: Gray

s riaiaaa

o abatement routes.

<
¢
N
.

" June regarding’ news helicop-
. ter: operatzons at the airport,

-*Gray. said.: Slxty-suc Were_;-

1. :lodged in September.” -

- 'southwest of the airport, said
""" hé has been awakened several
“times. during the past few

"
) -

+-months by news helicopters
: taking off early in the morning -

'when': headed South “an ~the’
Central Arizona Project Canal
- east instead of traveling over ©
nexghborhoods southeast “of

the complamts ‘over hehcop-}

ters takmg off too early in the -
~ morning and flying over nexgh—’.f, ;
" borhoods ‘instead of the’ _‘noxse " he

R (7 sounds hke the 'rotor .
-The two Yesidents have ﬁled_ .

hundreds of complalnts since
‘ithe house.”

Y A ter. after
. j “_ Weingarten, who; hves just

letters m June urgmg

2 say pllOtS lgno e

: evvs hehcopters
due to complamts from

“>minimum, biit hehcopters dre”

: each other and’ the topic often

blade Is’inside the’ house, he
said, “You can f feel 1* shakmg

KTVK-TV: (Channel ‘3! s)
Bruce Haffner was, sent a let—
numerous occa-
sions” of takmc off tdo’ “early

instead of the voluntary noise
abatement routes  Gray said.

"We work very hard when-
ver. possxble to. comply with ™.
uhat ‘we are asked to do and |

ruptlve Alv1drez ‘said:  “We

'_'KNXVTV (Channel 15)

“"’jpﬂot Cary Dornres' said news .
.and. flying over nelghborhoods )

helicopter . pilots ‘are con-

~ stantly aware of the noise they
" generate.

Haffner referred questions . -
to KTVK News president Phil -

“I know for a fact that all of

the television chopper pilots

4-52

y in Foutes that are least dis-

-are ‘very sensitive ‘to” nioise -
- issues but we are prowdmg a
.service to our viewers.”

" hoisy” he said:"“We’talk to.

7300 feet over "his hoiise Tues-

day afternoon while en route
Falcon Field in Mesa. .. " -

““This gy was going so fast

: and so low, if he had’ sneezed,

e would have taken out four :
Jof five homes 7. he sald.
. "News. hehcopter complamts

*“are the latest ‘in a. series of -
..+ noise-rélated issues surround- “
- ., ing the airport. ; '

Some people living north of
the runway .in “Ironwood, Vil- .
lage have called. for the ‘air- -
:port’s closure over, the noise °
problem .and have éveri begun i
collectmg 51gnatures ‘to bnng
- the issue to an election. .

The issue has also sparked
pohtlca] controversy' over, a
recent City Council decision to
allow rhore’tban’ ‘400 homes to_
be built less ‘than: 1.5 miles
away from the alrports
runway

"CONTACT WRITER: (480) 970-2369 °
or crasmussen@aztrib.com
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‘,3 ByThomas Ropp
Scottsdale Repubhc

scorrsnALE

1mproper1y

" for the’ re51gnat10n ‘of com

it.upon himself to launch an

A1rport.

"I vidual membérsare not sup-

: Manross sa1d she also Op-' e
. -poses Vickers’ request that' e

S Mayor T
. Mary Manross said she sup-"."
. ports the chairman of Scotts- .
dale’s Airport Adyisory Com-f

- Imission and agrees with him |
‘thatone of its members acted» .

- "_':.m1tted they don't talk toeach. . -

o | i Last . week; ‘Corimission. - SO
= ‘Z,member "Phil Vickers called

,commumty Cand” obwously

. “mission chairman Don'Max-
-well after Maxwell publicly, :‘;‘.
'chastxsed Vickers for taking cil’s’ subcommittes on” avia-

; tion. Lukas said she believes

that it's a'mistake for the two .

. investigation into recent mil- .
‘men ‘to air thexr dxffer nce '

- .itary jet act1v1ty at Scottsdalej,

group,” Manross sa1d “Indi-

,"'p(.)'s}edA togooffon theK OW?I L

Maxwell resign. ™
“He’ (Maxwell)

‘been a"
terrific contnbutor ‘to_our

very. knowledgeable in“the : - -
av1at10n field,” Manross’ saxd.. ol
 Vickers “andMaxwell ad-".

chaxrman of the C1ty Coun-!j Ji

were mayor, I'd sit down with _
both of them -and talk about

this.” .
Lukas recently resigned
from the Scottsdale City

Council in order to make a

run for mayor next March.
i . Manross said she plans on
. talking with Maxwell and the

o outspoken" Vickers

‘The seven-member Air-
port Advisory Commission
advises the City Council on
policy matters relatmg to
the operation of the airport,

proposals for development'

airport area land use, ,.fees

‘and safety concerns.-
Members are appointed.
by counc11 and can also be

removed from their posi-

. tions by a maJonty councll~

vote. -,

. Vickers began mvest1gat-
ing military jet activity af-
ter residents who live near

‘the airport complained ‘to
him "about excessive noise’
. made by the F/A-18 fighters.

Based on his inquiries, Vick-
ers said he believes the re-

cent F/A-18 'landlnge ‘were
unnecessary- ‘'because . the-

military generally’ discour-
ages “fighter -pilots’’ from . -

landmg at general aviation
airports like Scottsdale un-

'less there s an emergency

Reach the reporter at.
thomas.! ropp@scotfsdale
-eprhc,com ;
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- ,jNick Inqhgo 1;; closmg the au"'

Altheugh I‘doh’t .agre

home;, W1th=""me 250 per: day‘ )
flying ove m 23m11 fro

<‘the way it has always been. I'm
. ‘alsomot movmg nor’am I 8O-
ing back where
. from W

. tells s “theres 1o- problem,

...grants from the FAA and needs; -

to “play ‘ball”: The FAA glvess -
you the | grant, you conduct the: -
idy, and:the FAA has’to ap-’
» prove the conclusmn. Its like
e teacher g1v1ng the ‘

Sﬂé /e’&’ ‘C//-X-( c
/////

d MayorMary ‘Manross’ gets: .
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lot of hot: a1r

. But it does ook unseemly. 'I'he two feudmg
Scottsdale Airport Advisory Commission. -
.members should grow up, quit bxckenng and

‘start concentrating on'city business again.

: This back-and-forth dispute’ already has’

. gone on too long I A

‘tergate it ain’t..

Concerned about the spate of recent mili-
tary jet landings at Scottsdale Municipal Air
port, Vickers started investigating on his’
own He telephoned Luke Air Force Base
west of Phoenix and MJ.ramar Nav
.Hon in the San Diego area. ...
- That ticked off Maxwell, who ﬁgurauvely .
" .spanked Vickers in the pages of the Scotts-’
dale Republic. Maxwell suggested Vickers -
was improperly throwing his weight around s
" by identifying himself to base officials as an-,
Airport Advisory Commission member and
droppmg Manross' name. - :
...-A fuming Vickers denied usmg Manross
] name and fired off an incredible e-mail de-:
" manding that Maxwell resign."He accused
. 'Maxwell of telling “a bold face lie designed
< to somehow attempt to discredit myself for
tal-c:.ng the initiative as an airport commis-
-sioner to investigate issues that are m:po
tant to our community members.”
-“Somehow you must believe you have
some dictatorial powers that allow you to
=censor and/or prevent individual members of
‘the au'port advisory commission to ask what-
-ever questions or make whatever mqu:nes
‘they feel are nécessary fo perform their - _Council, not subpoena witnesses and ‘evi- . b
functions as an airport commissioner,” Vick- - dence. Those who volunteer on city commis-’ -
-ers wrote to Mazwell in the e-mail, which he- " sions perfortn valuable public service, but -
‘also gave to the Republxc “If you thmk you . they aren't issued junior chk 'Ii‘acy badges :
“have the ability to circumvent my rights un- |- to flash in people’s faces. :
-der the Constitution of the Umted States you - Would it have been better if Vickers had .
are terribly incorrect.” - . gone through city staff to get the mformatmn

m'f:* *. T T
2 -'-**f"l 27‘7*"

Zta VleEl‘S about it. ;
. Everybody should just let the matter drop.:
" It doesn’t sound like what Vickers did was -
-any huge deal.as long as he didn't try to over-
-+ state his authority or pretend he was some

sort of special envoy for the mayor Any cm-
"zen can call a base and ask'a question. ;" = :
. At the same time it’s worth remembermg
t.hat nope of these city panels are the US. **
.House Government Reform Committee. They: :
-are around to provide useful advice and rec-.; -
-ommendations to the elected Scottsdale Ctty L

- Can everybody cool it for a second’ . he wanted? Sure.
- Obviously there are a lot of strained rela- Is this scandal a grave threat to nat:onal
-tions on the commission, particularly be- security? Nah.

tween Vickers-and Maxwell, and the so-called Can the airport commission survive this?
-military jet “investigation” just blew it all out = We think so.
into the opan. We're glad to see that Manross, But it would be helpful if eve—ybody took

for her part, is trying to be a peacemaker. - some qecp breaths and got back to work. It's
:She supported Maxwell in the argument but past tlfme tflat egos and personalities be put
R IS SR o DRNPIC 3 IEPL SR S P wvrAda far *Ya yhnAd AF tha At

4-55



Eou.u_z%eg%mzoun@&8.
e .mag onus pres {[Pmxepn . -
" orq Ino puyeq Suryy siy
+ 90D PUR UMOJUMOD SPUY UL : .

v ma.: .m: Aus: :.w; ‘04 € uo momS
{ Sagifola) oy uaiim., ‘pie:

..._uESEoG....

EE 1A AR
uuﬁcoo&:w Jo:;
“wny pateald sey %Eoza L9

9[Ups}I00G - oY) ples. TOMXBIN Ul § aE.o..A... ;

d wSQ\A "330d3je, 6} -38. 5359193u} S5OU ! ]

© . -Isnq sjussoxdax oym %ESE

- U §B }89193U1.JO. 3011JU0D ¥,8BY 54

9Y ‘9sneoaq US[saX OS[U-prIoL
T[BMXBIN- .:>PYS. -8

OH ..tonba.. Yl -pug- H:ocaw#‘

.. ..u:wwwﬂonwmuo&:on.o«_.,mcodu:ﬁom.i

218 9IoU: 26:3 530p 3y pres:

_«%:nt». (g PATLLIOy 151
AL 4IRS,

5 9ABI oYM
»Q.Eo.a

DipL

gg;ww,gg fﬁ

*31sax9y) 107 paf[eo sey 3roday
¥ a18ps1I0o8 Je s J03ysry ojur
- UONB3[ISaAUL ST J0F, PAZIONIID
‘Jaquiaul ccammEEoU §o£>n<
S odny Uy ménmtoom

B € L
Ao1qnd fromXeAL oM ST,
 UOISSIUIWIOD 0y} Jo Joquisw
Bozou v JpaIsIp 03 sjuIW '’
-9181§" 9s[e),, Buplew 103. f[33e
.GoEgcmaqunoﬁ [amxe
uod - mo>o:up onus Tud

: ‘uBuIIIBYD

.vﬁ: J uoc E ca cam 2935

-« PISOI0 uuom.nc

* 93 sIUBM 94 SNOTAQO §.1],, pIes -
MMOMXBIN ,,‘U0sIad ST YIIM 9uo

Aep woxy a[qnogl pey aA M,

ur 9searout- oaaESv "8 TUI9q
' sy ouuﬁ hﬁp no puyy oy W
.Co.»v mas oy’ 33 SINIIA

.ﬂ.o\n&z uﬁcmtoom £q pajujodde
UOJSSJWIWIO) §o$>c< JodIry
5,9T8P5}3098 JO I9qUIdUI B 58 J[95
Funy Sursmuopt puw. 9svq L1831

o__eaé u_%nzsm

‘08 1824 v Uey) s53[ pojurodde :: -
SBM SINOIA 9OUIE J9A9 §PPO IR
R CEL] o>2 omy oﬁ So suamy,

: SRR ) & A
.SUS oﬁ SE oEa: amo.EuE..

mdoﬁmmmEEOU OEu uo ,ﬂomuaﬁ

4-56



T SGuwsdde /0/%
ET{ERS 70 THE EBITOR

Airpark, not airport

Iam tired of the transparent
defensive position of the air-
port committee headed by
- Councilman Bob Littlefield.

They have been pushing out
half-truths and misinforma-
tion, and continue to take an
arrogant attitude toward a
large safety, noise and- eco-
nomic problem. I and other
homeowners in Grayhawk are
tired of being ignored, or
worse being insulted, by
Littlefield's attitude and as-
sumptions.

The work they have done |

around the noise issue is noth-
ingbut political window dress-
ing to allow a few aircraft own-
ers to maintain their hobby at
taxpayers’ expense. We as
homeowners have become ap-
athetic after filing complaints
for vears, only to have the
problem get worse. Shut the
hotline down and save the
money, you guys! Safety: 13
accidents in 12 months. I don't
need to say more. )
Littlefield should think air-
port separate from airpark
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when addressing citizens witl
his opinions. All our negativ«
issues are around the airport
and positive issues are arounc
the airpark. )

There are some plam old
ethical representation issues
at hand here, and they should
be spilling over.to the mayor’s
office. How can so few people
benefit from the airport part
of the airpark at the expense
of so many? -
— Bill Lukenbill

Scottsdale

Jets override nature

A letter writer said he has
no problem with military jets -
at Scottsdale Airport. What is
the purpose of military jets us-
ing the airport with Luke Air
Force Base minutes away? Is
it a cash cow for Scottsdale to
sell jet fuel? .

ObJecnon to this unneces- -
sary noise and bone-shaking
intrusion has nothing to do
with patriotism. An earlier
writer said he was glad to have
jets “rattle his windows” so .
that he feels alive. Poor soul;
he must be one of those baby
boomers who’s gone deaf from
rock concerts.

If he could only hear the
quiet of quail, doves and
breezes through the trees, he
would really know what it is to
feel alive.

— Lee Bowen
Cave Creek
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Airport profits
don't add up

Scottsdale Councilman Bob
Littlefield recently crowed
that the Scottsdale Airport was
profitable for the city. Perhaps
the councilman would like to
explain how the city could
make a profit renting space for
25 years for mere pennies per
square foot. : _

_ Based on information pro-
vided by the city, businesses
such as flight school operators,
aircraft ‘storage and aircraft

persquare foot. Thereisevena
luxuriant restaurant expedi-

management with a 10-year,
$1.50-per-square-foot lease.

And how can the city make a
profit when the majority of air-
port users do not pay airport-
use fees? Flight instructor-pi-
lots such as Littlefield, who
park their airplanes at the
Deer Valley Airport and fre-
quently practice at Scottsdale,
make use of the airport for
free.

leasing companies have base
rents from 1 cent to 30 cents

ently located for city airport
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Furthermore, the Scottsdale
Airport has received millions
from both the state and federal
government. How is it that tax-
payer-funded grants are in-
cluded in making the airport
“profitable?” .

. The councilman needs to
stop crowing about phantom
airport profits and stop com-
mingling the economic bene-
fits of airpark and the airport.
When the public separates the
fact from the fiction, the air-
port restaurant menu may be
changed to inciude a taste of
crow. ' '

: — Johin F. Hoeppner
Cave Creek
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The welcorme noise
of nation’s protection

- So there I was, sitting around in my pajamas
-on a fine Sunday morning catching all the news,
when I hear the unmistakable sound of fighter
jets. '

What a treat! .

Four beautiful American birds just roared
‘over my neighborhood at no more than 5,000
‘feet. What a beautiful sound!

- I love living close enough to Luke Air Force
base to hear things like this. I just hope it’s still
there when I retire and move even closer so 1
can see and hear this amazing type of event ev-
ery day. .

— Carol Reed, Phoenix
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Grand Canyon Alrlmes fmds suecess at Scottsdale Alrport

By Chris Rasmussen
SCOTTSOALE VIEWS

Tourists flocking ‘to the
Grand Canyon are panning out
well for an airline that arrived
last year at Scottsdale Airport.

Grand Canyon Airlines Inc. is
. domg so well, 1n “fact, that

L L
-.;.'a.....:

company officials plan to open a
ticket counter in the relatively
small. Scottsdale Airport
terminal.

-“We have been domg very

- well in Scottsdale and. we are
very optimistic about the
future,”
-Grand Canyon Alrlmes assxstant .

R

said Howard Jackson,

manager | *
- Scottsdale has been a suc-
cess, Jackson said, because of
the large’ number of tourists
staying at local resorts and
hotels.who want to see one-of

“the world’s natural wonders."

“We have been very aggres-

I A N N T A

sive on our marketmg and have

s||.‘-.1..-»".'

“had a large response from the

community,” he said. “We cater
to the area resorts and hotels.”

The airline currently offers
one flight each day that departs

. to the canyon at 8:45 a.m. and

comes back at 3: 15 pm - .
Please see AIRUNES Page )

,-:'-'v

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2003 %%
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- AIRLINES: Company says it has ~

taken steps to make planes qulet

' From Page 1

Airline general manager
John Dillon said most flights
are full, and if demand picks
up, more ﬂlghts could be
added.

“We are workmg very
closely with resort properties
and travel planners to grow
our business,” he said.

Residents critical of aircraft
noise need not worry, Dillsa
said, because the twin-engine
plane the airline uses is qui-
eter than most charter aircraft
at the Scottsdale Airport. The
plane is modified to be quieter
in order to operate in Grand
Canyon National Park.

The aircraft, 4 modified
deHavilland Twin Otter, seats
19 and features a propeller
designed to decrease noise
with the addition of a fourth
blade that- reduces exterior
noise by 66 percent.

The Scottsdale City Coun-

“cil was expected to approve a-

lease agreement with the air-
line for counter and office
space in the airport terminal

on Dec. 8.,
For the past year the airline

has not had an office, and -

greeted customers on the
‘runway.

“We need a place to work
out of, check customers ‘in
and sell tickets,” Jackson said.
“We consider Scottsdale our
new base.” o

Grand Canyon Airlines had
offered flights from Scottsdale

Airport several years ago, but .

discontinued service until Oct.
25, 2002.

Flight and tour rates are
about $299 per person. Total
flight time is one hour each
way. - i

The airline, which cele-
brated its 75th anniversary
last year, has a colorful histo-
Iy. Initially called Scenic Air-
ways, it flew the first tourists
over the Grand Canyon on
Oct. 3,1927.

Its founder, J. Parker Van
Sandt, began the airline with a
fleet of Ford Tri-Motor air-
planes. Van - Sandt "also
founded Phoenix Sky Harbor
International Airport.

Y
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Plan for more flights concerns r631dents

Scoctsdale OKs
lease for Grand
Canyon Airlines’

BY CHRIS RASMUSSEN
TRIBUNE
&-70-03

The success of Grand Can-
yon Airlines Inc. in Scottsdale
does not signal an increase of
commercial flights into the
city, airport officials said
'Iﬁ:esda

! The Clty Council approved
d long-term lease Monday
night for Grand Canyon Air-
lines Inc. to operate a ticket
counter and office in the main

terminal of the Scottsdale -

-Airport. - -
: “They are not an airline,
that is just in their name,”
aviation director Scott Gray
said Tuesday. “People see the
name and they think of 737s.

There are 11 similar com-
mercial operations at the air-
port providmg on-demand
charter services like Grand
Canyon, Gray said.

Additional passenger
flights could come to Scotts-
dale, Gray said, as long as air-
craft are under the airport's
weight limits: 45,000 pounds
for single-wheeled planes and
75,000 pounds for dual-
wheefed aircraft.

"The aircraft used by Grand
Canyon Airlines seats 19 pas-
sengers and welgbs 12,500
pounds.

- Arrival of Grand Canyon
Alrlmes last year prompted

" concern among residents crit-
ical of aircraft noise.

Coreen Young, president
of the Coalition Concerned
About Aircraft Noise, pre-
dicted then that the city
would see incremental devel-
opment at the airport and
cautioned that at some point
noise would be a problem.

Phil Vickers, an Airport
Advisory Commission mem-
ber critical of airport noise
and operations, said he has

.. TIM HACKER. TRIBUNE

lNcREASED SERVICE’. Passenqers deplane a Grand Canyon Alrhnes fhght on Tuesday at Scottsdale Alrport. . SR

“seen ho ‘indication that the_

city is going to take any
action to allow larger passen-
ger jets” to land in Scottsdale.

The city has, however,
been trying for the past 13
years to attract a charter
company to offer passenger
service to such cities as Yuma

and Los Angeles.

During the 1980s and early
‘90s, two charter companies
offered flights to Laugblm
Nev.

Scottsdale has been a suc-
cess, Grand Canyon Airline
officials said, because of the
large number of winter visi-
tors and tourists staying at
local resorts and hotels that
want to see one of the world's
seven natural wonders.

‘People want to see the
Grand Canyon when they
come to Arizona and we make
it easy for them instead of
having to drive six or seven
hours,” said John Dillon,

Scottsdale Airport
charter companies
Aero Jet Services

Corporate Jets

Grand Canyon Airlines

Jet Pros

Pianacle Air Charter

Sawyer Aircraft Charter
Scottsdale Flyers

Sonoran Charters

Southwest Jet Aviation Center
Westcor Aviation

general manager of Grand
Canyon Airlines, Inc.

Most daily flights are full,
Dillon said, and additional
flights could be added if
demand picks up.

“We are working very
closely with resort properties
and travel planners to grow
our business,” he said.

The airline currently oﬂ'ers
one flight each day that
departs for Grand Canyon
Airport at 8:45 a.m. and

_returns to Scottsdale at 5:10

pam. Flight and tour rates are
$299 per person.

“We were very excnted
when they came on board
with Scottsdale,” said Laura
McMurchie, Scottsdale Con-

vention & Visitors Bureau

spokeswoman. “A lot of times

‘convention groups are limited

with their free time and this is
an easy way for them to
spend the day at the Grand
Canyon without all that time
on the road.”

Residents critical of air-

craft noise need not worry,
Dillon said, because the twin-
engine plane they use is qui-
eter than most charter air-
craft at the Scottsdale
Airport.

The plane is modified to be
quieter in order to operate in

"Grand Canyon National Park

under federal guidelines. :

" The aircraft, a modified
deHavilland Twin Otter, seats
19 and features a propeller
designed to decrease noise
with the addition of a fourth
blade that reduces exterior
noise by 66 percent, said.
Verna Conley, -airline
spokeswoman. .

" The airline, which cele-
brated its' 75th anniversary
last year, has a colorful histo-
ry. Initially called Scenic Air-
ways, it flew the first tourists
over the Grand Canyon on

-Oct. 3,1927.

Its founder, J. Parker Van
Sandt, began the airline with
a fleet of Ford Tri-Motor air-
planes. Van Sandt also
founded Phoenix Sky Harbor
International Airport.

CONTACT WRITER:
{480) 970-2369
or crasmussen@aztrid.com
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Airport is no
asset to city

Jeff Sullivan’s letter con-
cerning the Scottsdale Airport
as a true asset cannot go unan-
swered (“Airport a true asset,”
Scottsdale Republic Opinions,
Tuesday). B

While his letter tries to give
a business perspective, it is
clearly a pilot's perspective.

Let’s examine his arguments: |

1. Yes, noise is going to hap- |
pen. -However, limiting noise -
should be a priority. Since -

there are seven general-avia-
tion airports in Maricopa
County (not to mention a few
private fields and an Air Force
base), the loss of Scottsdale
Airport would be felt only if
the other airports are operat-
ing at 100 percent capacity,
which they aren't. As a busi-
nessman, Sullivan certainly
wouldn't maintain an asset
when its function could be ab-
sorbed into another existing
asset. .

2. Sullivan scolds people

who try to become experts at |,
guessing the worth of the air-

port, yet goes on to guess that

he and his fellow aircraft own-
ers will spend $6 million per

year on their aircraft. Again,
as a businessman, one should
look at maximizing the return
on assets (intrinsic value deals
with the value of an asset based
on an underlying perception of
the value, so I'm not sure
where he'’s going with that ar-
gument). A simple example:
lLet's assume you own a
parking lot that generates a
profit of $100,000 per year. An
alternate use of that parking
lotis tobuild on it and lease the
space. If the alternative gener-
ates more than $100,000 profit
per year, it would be prudent to
take that alternative. There-
fore, if you believe the airport
could generate more profit
than it does (by the way, it loses
money), then you'd want to ex-
plore the alternate use.

3. Safety is and always
should be a major concern. Sul-
livan compares airplane safety
to automobile safety, which is
an apples/oranges comparison.
When someone hops in his car,
he assumes the risk that he
may be involved in an accident
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Safety is and always
should be a major
concern. Sullivan
compares airplane
safety to automobile

safety, which is an .-

apples/oranges °
comparison.

-along with everyone else who
- is driving. A pilot assumes the
"risk that he may be involved in

anaccident when he hopsinhis
airplane; the difference is the

‘people who are under his air-
‘craft have not assumed that
.risk. If you want to compare

statistics, it would only be log-
ical to compare deaths or inju-
ries of planes falling out of the
sky with the deaths or injuries
of cars falling out of the sky.
4.1 don't know what kind of
plane Sullivan is flying, but for
$20,000 I have to assume it's a
small single-prop plane. Quiet-

er than “most” SUV’s? All that .

flying has clearly affected Sul- -
livan's hearing. i
— Joe Taglia :

Sccttsdale !



it’s a Bird! No, I’s a Plane.
Oh No, Not Another Plane!

by Jennifer M. Lewis, Aviation
Planner, Scottsdale Airport

Jets and propeller-driven aircraft
decorate the skies above Phoenix and the
surrounding communities—sometimes in
continuous streams, and sometimes as
lone marvels of flight.

To some viewers on the ground, these
mechanical birds are symbols of
commerce, freedom, and advancement of
technology. To others, aircraft in
operation are menacing disruptions to
silence, conversation, recreation, and
sleep; and are not even slighdy
appreciated. Two simplified positions of
one passionate issue: aircraft noise.

The Scottsdale Airport (SDL) receives
hundreds of complaints each month from
people who are bothered by aircraft
noise in Phoenix as well as Scottsdale.
Are the complaints generated by aircraft
operating in and out of Scottsdale
Airport? Not always. -

There are more than a dozen airports
located in Maricopa County. At least five
airports generate aircraft flights over the
northern and eastern Phoenix area. Why
is it importane?

Some folks in Phoenix have shared
their concerns about too much noise,
lack of safety, and privacy violations and
feel that aircraft overflights invoke stress
and anxiety in their lives. Many of these
people argue that the air traffic intrusions
were not part of the deal when they
bought their homes. They say that the
planes did not fly over their homes until
sometime after they made the purchase.
Does it matier? Yes!

Scottsdale Airport cares about its
neighbors. That is why a proactive noise
abatement program was established, and
why the airport has demonstrated an

ongoing commitment by continually
working with pilots and air traffic
controllers on minimizing noise impacts.
But, people still complain.

The coexistence of airplanes and
people is a challenge. The goal is to
coexist peacefully. How can you help? -

REALTORS® and real estate agents
are urged to contact the Scottsdale
Airport to learn the facts about
aircraft noise exposure and aircraft
noise implications for areas in north
and east Phoenix as well as
Scottsdale.

Buyer Beware: potential homebuyers
are urged to contact airport staff before
purchasing a home to discuss noise
issues, aircraft traffic patterns, and typical
airspace dynamics. Even if the seller was
not bothered by aircraft activity that does
not mean the new owner will not be
bothered.

Perception is everything, and
everyone's perception is different.

Yes, many people love the aircraft
activity. Yes, many people have no
opinion whatsoever. And, yes, there are
many who do not even know there is an
airport in the neighborhood. And, yes,
yes, yes, there are people who think one
airplane flying overhead is one-too-many
aircraft flying overhead. Can you believe
there is such a vast range of perceptior?
Believe it

Aircraft make noise. Is it a lot of noise?
Sometimes.

The Scousdale Airport Noise
Compatibility Study (Federal Aviation
Regulations Part 150) helps illustrate the
noise exposure associated with aircraft
activity at the airport, as well as the
applicable noise abatement rules and
guidelines that pilots must follow.

Thaenrs Keq/roe ForUm ~ Tanvany Q0Y
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critical aspect of this study is the
aircraft noise exposure area contours that
show aircraft noise exposure areas
ranging from an average of 55 - 70
decibels.

One misnomer is that if a home is
located outside the noise exposure map
then it is not impacted by aircraft noise.
This is an inaccurate assumption for three
reasons:

O Aircraft noise does not cease to
exist outside the noise exposure area.

@ The noise exposure area is an
average, and does not account for single
aircraft noise events experienced at
individual homes (inside or outside the
contour).

© The noise exposure area does not
take into account an individual’s
perception of a “noisy” aircraft or a “low
flying” aircraft.

During the next 12-14 months, the City
of Scousdale will be asking the airport
users and community members residing
within the vicinity of the airport to
participate in public workshops and
submit online comments to update the
existing Part 150 Study. More information
on this process is available by calling
Coffman Associates, Inc., the Consultants
hired to conduct the study at (602) 993-
6999 or visit them at
www.coffmanassociates.com.

[Editor’s Note: PAR members and their
customers and clients can secure facts about
aircraft noise associated with Scousdale
Airport at www.scottsdaleaz.gov/airport or
by calling, (480) 312-2321]
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Airport not at fault -

Why does the Scottsdale
Opinions section give so much
time to the critics in north
Scottsdale and Cave Creek
about aircraft and noise? I ex-
pected one, but ybu published
two “me, me, me” letters. -
Do you know why they call it
Turf Soaring school? It used to
_be behind Turf Paradise Horse
Track. But the ‘encroachment
-of homes forced it to move. ~
People by the tens of thousands
moved- into the areas of the
northwest and Northeast Val-
ley. You gotrid of almostallthe
natural wildlife (the rattle-
snakes, scorpions, 'ground
squirrels) and turned the ones
that remained (coyotes, cactus
~ wrens and bobcats) into urban

"garbage dwellers. and sm

pet nappers. -

But just like the fate of the
desert tortoise and the jack~
rabbits, the elitists "in the
Northeast Valley want to see -
Scottsdale Airport * closed. - -
They even fry to link tragic ac-
cidents far from the airport +
and surrounding areas to the
FAA and Scottsdale Airport.

Stll, none from the area
points out the private airport in
Carefree and its tragedy as of
late. Are Carefree planes qui-
eter and safer?

~— D.E. Brown
Scottsdale

5(0%544/— /2/’
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 Writer lqnorant of flight regulétlons

I am certamly ‘glad that
Celia Partndge (Letters, Fri-
day) is enjoying her retirement
in Gold Canyon and I am posi-
tively ecstatic that she has
nothing to do with handling air
traffic any more. As a retired
military pilot and operations

planner, I am troubled that she -

is ignorant of key elements of
air, traffic control-and - flight
operations, especmlly for mili-

tary aircraft.

‘Federal Air Regulatxon 24"
: A(of which she should have been

aware as a “controller” and

supervisor of “controllers”)

puts the final authority for the
safe operation of any aircraft,

“civil-or military, with the pilot-
.in command.

That’s - Capt.-
Thompson, not some civil

servant.

The air traffic controller
provides, where available, air
traffic separation from known
Instrument Flight Rules traf-
fic. Even in the area of traffic
separation, however, the ulti-
mate responsibility is still with

~the ‘pilot in command to

4-66

see-and-avoxd” a].l trafnc, not

just known IFR traffic.

Since Capt. Thompson in |
his B-2 was, most likely, oper-"

ating well above the flight altj-
tudes used by the aircraft
under the control of the Mid-
dle’ Eastern “controller,” he
was well within the rules to

invoke his authority as pilot in
- command rather than allow-
- ing the safety of his aircraft,’
including its "essential fuel
-reserves, to be compromised.

AAC

et

‘As’-a matter’ of - fact, the S0

ALTRYV (altitude reservation) - .
‘flight plan " that’ Thompson's
B-2 was probably .operating :
‘under until it entered the com-

‘bat zone providéd more infor-

mation than the controller
_should ever need to.accom- .

‘plish _his _duties. ‘He. clearly -

wanted to overstep his author-

.ity and create some kind of

incident -when ‘the B-2 -had
insufficient fuel to makeit'to a
safe recovery.

JAMES H. EVANS
TEMPE -
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Panel reviews progress on airport
noise

Thomas Ropp advertisement
The Arizona Republic

Jan. 19, 2004 12:00 AM

SCOTTSDALE - Airport Advisory Commissioner Phil Vickers said
Scottsdale Airport officials shouldn't be patting themselves on the backs
over a slight reduction in noise complaints.

Local noise complaints for 2003 (3,269) were seven less than in 2002
(8,276), according to a report presented by Scottsdale Aviation Planner
Jennifer Lewis at last week's Scottsdale Airport Advisory Commission
meeting. Most of the commissioners and airport staff appeared pleased
with the reduction in numbers. However, Vickers had another take on it:

"Having numbers this close tells me we're not making progress,” Vickers
said.

Commissioner Bill Mack disagreed, pointing out that 5,000 new homes
have been built near the airport over the past year.

*So there were more people who could have complained, but we've kept
the numbers the same," Mack said.

Airport noise has been a major issue over the past year. Nick Luongo, an
lronwood Village resident, made a lot of noise himself in 2003 with a
grass-roots effort to put a citizen's initiative on a future ballot to close
Scottsdale Airport. Luongo lives only two miles from the airport and
directly in line with the runway.

Commissioner Mike Osborne said, "it's still the same handful of people
making complaints."

Ren Weingarten is one of those multiple-complaint submitters.
Weingarten lives southeast of the airport and has been very frustrated
this past year with noise from low-flying helicopters.

Commissioner Tom Guilfoy also took issue with Vicker's observations.

"We're not patting ourselves on the back," Guilfoy said. "There's nothing
we can do about it (noise). So let's move on."

Scottsdale Airport Director Scott Gray said he believes there are things
that can still be done to lessen aircraft noise. He said that's the whole
point of a federally funded Part 150 noise compatibility study being
conducted by Scottsdale Airport. The 14-month study began last October
and is examining everything from noise contours and existing flight paths
to pilot curfews and restrictions. The study is interactive and feeds off
input from residents through the Internet as well as workshops.

Find out more at www.scottsdaleaz.gov/Airport and click on the noise
compatibility link.
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Aviation
panel’s
prospects
in doubt

By 'Ihoma.s Ropp
Scottsdale Repubhc _

SCOTTSDALE — Last Week’s cancella-
tion of the City Council’s monthly aviation
subcommittee meeting may become per-
manent.

Scottsdale Councﬂman Wayne Ecton
Sald he doesn't believe the suhcomm.lrtee

“serves any future purpose.” Councilman
Bob Littlefield said he “never thought it
was useful in the first place.” -

Ecton and Littlefield are members of
the subcommittee. A third member, Cym-
thia Lukas, was the chairwoman but re-
signed from the council and subcommit-
tee last October to run for mayor in the
March 9 election.

The aviation subcommittee was formed
more than a vear ago during a tumultuous
period when Scottsdale refused to join
Carefree and Cave Creek in a lawsuit
against the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion to stop increased rerouting of com-
mercial jets over the Northeast Valley. Ec- .
ton suggested the subcommittee because
he believed the citv needed to do more
about reSIdents concerns over aircraft
nmse

Through e- mzul correspondence anti-
airport activists expressed their outrage
this week over the subcommittee's possi-
ble demise. o

“The city’s efforts to ignore us have
reached anew low,” wrote Nick Luongo to
Scottsdale city officials and staff.

Luongo is spearheading a grass-roots
effort to close Scottsdale Airport through
a citizens initiative. He lives in Ironwood
Village, which is about two miles from the
airport and directly in line with the run-
way.

Littlefield said, while the ideato kill the
subcommittee was Ecton’s, he’s in full
agreement. “The creation of the subcom-
mittee implied we weren't doing all we

! See AVIATION Page 2
|

1 f@p /77672 (-2 6 O§/
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A‘!EM’EG?@ Actmsts want panel to remain

From Page 1 .

could,” Littlefield said. “What
it did was pander to the anti-
airport constituency.”

Luongo and others attended
the subcommittee meetings
and vented their frustrations
over what they perceive as in-
sensitivity on the part of the
city to aircraft noise. .

Littlefield said he doesnt
feel it’s ‘good government to
create a subcommittee just so

people have aplace to vent. Be- -

sides, he said, residents have
other avenues, including the

Airport Advisory Commission_ .

meetmgs and City Council
meetings. .
“They can also call us and e-

mail us,” Littlefield said. “Nick .

Luongo certainly isn’t shy
about e-mailingusonan hourly
basis.”

Ecton sa1d he thmks the sub- .
‘commiittee is no longer neces-

sary because the Airport Advi-
sory Commission has stepped
up to address noise and other
issues of concern to residents.

“Although I am rethinking
this after their last week,” Ec-
ton said.

Atthe Jan. 14 meetmg, ama- "

jority of advisory commission-

€ers sa1d they were pleased that
the number of aircraft noise
complaints had more orlessre-
mained the same this year as
last year. One member said
there wasnothing more the air-
port could do about it anyway.

Lukas said she felt the sub-
committee was “worthwhile,”
and she would vote to continue
it but retool its direction.

“I always thought we should
have spent more time planning
for the future and lookmg at
long-term regional av1anon is-
sues,” Lukas said. .

In fact that’s also what Mary

‘Manross had in mind when she

announced the creation of the
subcommittee: and appointed
the three members. The city’s
Web site still refers to the sub-
committee as the Subcommit-
tee on Regmnal Aviation Is-

-Sues.

Mayor Manross said she is
not aware of plans to dissolve
the subcomrmttee This kind of

-action would requu'e a counczl

vote.

Reach the reporter at |
thomas.ropp@scottsdale republic.com
or at (602) 444-6880.

Sé)f—/’c‘
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Close the airport Page 1 of 1

Email this article Click to send
Print this article Click to print
Most popular pages ' Today | This Week
Close the airport

Jan. 26, 2004 12:00 AM

Another flying student crashes at Scottsdale Airport. How many more before one
crashes onto traffic, homes or places of business?

Teaching people to fly from this densely populated area is lunacy. Better still, instead
of subsidizing the flyboys the city should close this tax gobbler down and build
stores, offices and parks that will improve the standard of life for Scottsdale
taxpayers. Including you, Councilman Littlefield!

Bob Tomlin ™

Scottsdale

Email this article Click to send
Print this article Click to print
Most popular pages Today | This Week

4-71
B T S 4 S T R I A RO IN

httre/fanvae areantral cam/edae Wia /a1l aTon AT o NYINTINANA



. said he has not formally proposed to do
-away with the subcommittee on regional

Scottsdale f":if‘
noise panel |
still intact

Canceled meetmgs ralsed
_ susplcxons with resident

By CHRIS RASMUSSEN
TRIBUNE -

A City Councxl subcommxttee t'ormed
to address noise issues surrounding the '|.
Scottsdale "Airport has not been dis-.
banded despite rumors swu'lmg around .
the community. :

Councilman Wayne Ecton on Friday

aviation issues despite the recent cancel-
lation of two meetings and [:ulure of the
council to fill a vacant seat.- .

“There has béen no decision to do
away with the subcommittee,” sadid
Ecton, who along with Councilman Bob
Littlefield make -up the committee.
Former Councilwoman Cynthia Lukas, .
who led the subcommittee, resigned to
run for mayor. .

Rumors of.the subcommittee’s demise
originated with e-mails between airport
opponent Nick Luongo, Ecton, Littlefield -
and several others in Scottsdale.

“When' I saw meetings were being
canceled it raised some concerns,”
Luongo said Monday. “They are thinking, -
‘Cancel some meetmgs and just abohsh
AR
Three of the past four subcomrmttee
meetings were canceled. ’

Ecton said they weren't held because
there were no agenda items.

Littlefield, however, said he sees little
need for the subcommittee. :

“If all this committee is going to do is
be a forum for noise complaints, then we
don’t need it,” Littleficld said Monday. “I
don't think the way it turned out is use-
ful. It had the name ‘regional aviation
issues’ but that was never what we did. It
was just a forum for people to complain.”

It appears the true fate of the subcom-
mittee will be known in June when four
new council seats will be filled.

Littlefield said that if the subcommit-

‘tee is not disbanded, a third council

member would be appointed in June to
fill Lukas’ seat.
“] don't think we are being listened to

:anymore. We are being ignored,” Luongo
- said. “The subcommittee is very impor-
tant to the city of Scottsdale because it

- gives us a forum.”

The subcommxtteeiwas formed in Feb-
ruary 2003 at Ecton's recommendation.

"The City Council unanimously endorsed

" Strnchteedose

CONTACT WRITER: (480) 970-2369

or crasmussen®aztrib.com ! °27/5'/
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Given how unportant Scottsdale Mumc1pal Au'poi't is to thec

T e, 0&@7 olddawé
 EDITORIAL - e

Alrport panel’s future.

~shouldn’t be up in air

- Our stand: D1sbancmg Clty Councﬂ’s o
awatlon subcommlttee makes_no sense .

ity

economic health, and the continuing griping about noise, d1$-‘ o
banding the C1ty Councﬂ’s av1at10n subcomm1ttee would be a.

mistake.

Yet Scottsdale’s three-seat councﬂ panel
- soon could become as extinct as the fhghtless
dodo bird.

Its former chalrwoman Cynt‘ma Lukas

- quit her council post to run for mayor, and its
two other members, Councilmen Wayne Ec-
ton and Bob Littlefield, seem to be willing to
abolish the year-old subcommittee. They can-
celed this month’s meeting and publicly
doubted its effectiveness in comments to the
Scottsdale Republic. There are suggestions
that meetings have become little more than
venting sessions for the airport-noise critics.

Littlefield, a commercial pilot who never
liked the aviation subcommittee idea and ar-
gued against its creation in late 2002, told the
Republic all it “did was pander to the anti-air-
port constituency.”

Littlefield fancies himself the council’s avi-
ation expert, and never had any use for a
subcommittee anyway. .

Ecton, who spearheaded the subcommit-
tee’s creation, apparently has second
thoughts, saying the Scottsdale Airport Advi-
sory Commission has a good enough handle
on noise issues.

We've never understood the political angst
that the aviation subcommittee has caused
the Scottsdale council. It gives the elected of-
ficials a forum to zero in on such a critical
topic. Phoenix has had a similar council sub--
committee for many years. It makes sense. °

It’s also the job — the duty, frankly — of
council members to deal with residents who
have complaints or who voice contrary opin-
ions about issues such as airport noise and
growth. If the airport critics have hijacked
the subcommittee agendas and meetings, it’s
only because the subcommittee members let
them do so.

We agree that noise complaints are over-
blown and that talk of shutting down Scotts-
dale Airport is absurd. But there should be
no fear of confronting the argument with
facts and figures. If Ecton and Littlefield are
tired of serving on the subcommittee, they
should step down and let somebody else do it.

Nine candidates are running for the coun-
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" cil in the March 9 eléétidh: Four cm_mcii seats

will be filled. Our guess is some of the
winners would relish the opportunity to sub-
merge themselves in the airport issues.

Lukas and Mayor Mary Manross have the
right idea. They both told the Republic that
the subcommittee should take a broader view
toward local and regional aviation issues.
That would be smart — it should be doing
that already. There are a lot more aviation
and transportation matters to consider be-
sides noise. And others are sure to arise in
the future.

The council should not ground its aviation
subcommittee. Its future should not be up in
the air.
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By 'IhomasRopp :

SCOTI‘SDALE :
o port activists. may never “close “:
- ~Scottsdale Municipal Alrport
:buttheycouldrestncﬁtsuse G
- Scottsdale Airport: Director -
*.+Scott Gray said he and his staff -

}:;mgamandatorycurfewfrom 10"
.| ~p.m.to6a.m. Currentl there1s :
'_'avolunteercurfew
".Someresidents who live near’
- or in the airport’s’ fhght path.
:have :-complained:: 'strongly,'.j
. 'aboutwhattheysayls asharpm—;,
. crease in corporate:jet traffic.
-late’ at’ ‘nightand. early:in"the-;
moruing. The comp]amts coin-. . -
“cide with Scottsdale’s busiest . - :
events. calendar that ificludes | = |
- theBarrett-JacksonClassic Car ’
Auctionand the FBR OpenPGA
-golftoumament el
Through e-maﬂs concemed
citizens have Wntteu Gray and
~Scottsdale 'Councilman “ Bob
‘Littlefield,encouragingthemto
closetheairportfrom10p.m.to
‘6 a.m. as one immediate partial
solutiontothenoiseproblem. -."
- “This request is totally rea-
sonable, "saldTlmMontgomery -
who lives under a corporate jet
flight path into Scottsdale Air-
. "port. “Justas you see mare cars’
with all these special events,
there are more aircraft, too.
‘Many enter into the Valley at
.veryweirdhours.” ;.-
" With the aid of a $273 000
‘grantfromtheFederalA_wahon .
Adminjstration, Scottsdale Air-
portis conductmg anoise com- .
i’ paubuty study The study,

See NOISE Paf'e 2
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- completed by the end of this .. _

- mandatory. If the Scottsdale
- City Councilagrees, thenafol- -
] low-upstudyommplementmg

-would have to be done. Ulti-
" mately, the: Scottsdale ‘City

_have to’ approyve’ tbe mand

) _alotea51erfora1rportst01mt1—-

. eral latw requires airports; to
' conduct the two nmse studJ

NO!SE Ajrport may
unpose fhght curfew

From Paoe 1

: .5before ,nnplemenlmg a cur-
Gl few, Dleds

wmch is mteractnve w1th the
publicthroughworkshopsand
Web51teexchanges,exam1nes
ways. to _mitigate -aircraft. .,
noise. Gray.said it. should be

) “That’s why Orange County {
"and Long Beach have these | .
“flight curfews’ today,”: Scott P

~-said. “They’did them before  :

- thelawchanged.” 't
- Scottsdale dld ‘get'onere: i :

stnctxonmbefore 1990. Touch -

-and goes.(a: pracnce maneu-::

‘ver) are not allowed betweén:

30 p.m.'and 6 a'mi. The ocea

sional pﬂot who v101ates ﬂns :

‘restriction is sent a’ warmng i

letterandcanbefmed$250

year. Atthatthe airportcon- -
sultants * could " recommend
making the volunteer curfew

aircraft ' noise . restrictions *

: about thxee to" five a1rcraft {"j';i
Council -and: the FAA would

tory curfew.
Scottsmdbefore 1990 itwas

ate:curfews. Since 1990, afed-
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By Rebecca I. Allen
Independent Newspapers

More than 150 pilots, 100 percent of those asked, have signed
the "good neighbor” pledge at Scottsdale airport. The pledge
asks pilots to "fly neighborly" by adhering to voluntary noise
reduction rules and to avoid flying during "quiet hours" between
10 p.m. and 6 a.m.

"The community thinks the pilots don't care,” said Jennifer
Lewis, aviation planner. "The intent was to get the pilots on
record as caring."

Yet just because they sign the pledge, does not mean pilots must
follow the rules.

"It doesn't mean jack anyways," said Karl Gimbel, co-owner of
Scottsdale Flyers. "We try to live with the rules and be good
neighbors, but saying you won't leave before 6 a.m. or come
back after 10 p.m. - I'll never say that."

Mr. Gimbel said he takes off when his charter clients want to.
The 10-year airport business owner was also one of about 50
pilots who refused to sign the pledge when the program began

: ;F?:aé?s‘r?:f?nces lqst April. Mr Gimbel was concerned that the letter was legally ' _
e TV Listings binding. Airport staff revised the letter in September. 777 > :Iﬁ
o Weather " . ) b ‘éwk;
« Web Directory Tﬁ; tone of thf: pledge is different, bffor.e people ml.ght have £ anmin
« Wedding Planning misinterpreted it as a legal document,” said Ms. Lewis. é! p é‘

Guide . . <
e White Pages Since the revision, all of the pilots asked have pledged to be Ry

"good neighbors."

Search The Web

Yellow Pages

bttt v mmv e nes

Find ]
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"We made it very clear that this not legally binding," said Ms.
Lewis. "When they can't follow the rules it doesn't mean they
don't want to, it means they can't.”

4-75
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Most pilots can. Roy Halladay has been flying Gulf Streams for
Leprino Foods Co. out of Denver for 18 years. He touches down
at the Scottsdale airport about twice a month, usually during the
day.

Mr. Halladay received one of the airports "awareness letters"
last year. Ms. Lewis sends letters to all pilots who use the
airport who have not signed the pledge. She also sends a letter
to pilots who break the curfew or operate noisy aircraft.

The airport lacks authority to enforce a curfew or to ban certain
types of aircraft. A 1991 federal law prohibits general aviation
airports that did not already have curfews or aircrafts bans from
making them.

A Part-161 cost/benefit analysis could allow the Scottsdale
some flexibility with enforcing rules. But first the current 14-
month Part-150 noise compatibility study must be completed.
The staff expects that to happen by summer 2005.

Scottsdale aviation director Scott Gray said once the FAA
approves their Part-150, the city council will decide whether to
proceed with the Part-161: something the current council seems
willing to do.

Only one municipality, Naples, Fla., has ever completed the
lengthy and expensive Part-161 study. In 2002 the Naples
Airport Authority declared that Stage 2 jets could no longer take
off or land at Naples Municipal Airport. Stage 2 jets were made
primarily between 1975 and 1983 and are usually noisier than
jets made in later years. The FAA said the ban is discriminatory
and has withheld grants to the authority. Naples is fighting that
decision.

"Almost every airport in country, that has some sort of noise
problem, is watching this Naples process," Mr. Gray said. "If

they win, I bet a lot of those airports will start down the road in
that direction, and Scottsdale will probably be one of them."

Contact Rebecca Allen at rallen@newszap.com

Email this story  Printthis story

All Rights Reserved - Independent Newspapers, Inc. - click for INT info
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Airpcﬁ__panel of Ilttie use to reSidents

Pnor to Northwest 2000 we
used to sit on the patio and

watch the jets come in and go -
out of Scottsdale Airport. The .

light  drone we heard was
soothing, even mesmerizing.

Now we getblasted and rattled o

on a regular basis. _
Ihavefileda couple of com-
plaints and attended one sub-
committee meeting, but find
that there really isn’t the re-
sponse to citizen complaints
that shows promise of making

things better. The attitude asI

see it from many (not all) on
the subcommittee is “Tough...
this is the way things are and
will probably stay, deal with
t'" N

As long as members like
Mr. (Bob) Littlefield - close
their minds to making things
better, the subcommittee will
accomplish nothing. I don't
bother to call and file com-
plaints, though I could do so
several times a day. I am not
anti-airport, but I think that
Scottsdale is risking its re-
puted “livability claim,” not to
mention the safety of its citi-

zens. I was appalled to learn’

that there is no way of know-
ing who is flying in or out of
this airport.

Also, there is no way for air-
port personnel to track air-
craft and know who is only 300
feet above nearby homes. I
have seen quite a few, but
when I called, I was told the
plane could not be identified!
How can such abusy airportin
such a densely populated area

not have a radar system" S
TN bet that couple from
Utah who flew into the moun-
tain not so long ago would wish
“the’ airport had thxs safety
 measure. '
Councilmen hke Mr. Lmle-
. fleld say that we face more
danger on the roads, but at
least we have police trying to

enforce the rules of the road. . :
No one in Scottsdale is trying *
to enforce the rules (if there

are any) of the sky. Pilot be- -

havior is “voluntary.”

If it is the FAA that is re-
sponsible for the problem cre-
ated, let’s give the airport back

to the citizens of Scottsdale

and run it the right way.
— Mary Beth Rawa

", Scottsdale :
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Ssdate . J»b
ojsfes” " LETTERS TO THE EOITO

. Alrport no'se open forum w1t.h real facts and
' figures. I have seen .no evi-.! ;
A ‘ dence to convince me that the
can be reduced * airport is anything but an eco.
- : “nomic drag on Scottsdale. " *:: --if
. - Hopefully, the new City!
I agree w1th your conclusmn Councﬂ will see the wisdom of i
that the Scottsdale City Coun- " :a well-defined and actively in-} -
cil should not ground the avia-" volved aviation subcommittee. ;
tion subcommittee. However,: L - Lawrence A. Wangler
before the committee can be SR
effective,itneedsaclearchar-’ ." °
ter-and members who do not’
represent "special - interest

oups, such as Bob Littlefield.
This _ may be best accom-;
. phshed after the upcoming: :
elections. I also agree that the
committee * should - take - a
broader .view of aviation is-
sues; however, before doing so
the' committee needs to ad-
dresslocal concernsregarding
airport operation — something |
it has been totally meffectxvef,
at to date. .
.Where I disagree w1th your ;
editorial is the statement that °
noise complaints are over-:
grown, and talking about shut- :
ting down the airportisabsurd.
The noise problem is real from ;
as far away as where I live
(Scottsdale Road and Dixileta’
Drive). I can only imagine how
bad it is for those who live.
closer to the airport. ,
Scottsdale Airport can take
four actions to reduce noise
complaints, but refuses to ad-
dress the issues. These four ac-
tions include: (1) Close the air-
portbetween6a.m.and 10 p.m.
(2) Restrict older jet aircraft
from landing at the airport —
those which do not meet noise
minimums. (3) Increase the
takeoff and landing altitude
patterns of the planes. (4) Re-
turn to the old landing patterns
now that it has been proven
that the new patterns have not
increased efficiency.
Addressing the overall eco-
nomic feasibility of the airport
(distinct from - the Airpark)
needs to be examined in an
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Folks, it’s an airport . -
1 have read the ' diatribes
from the minuscule but vocal
northern minority raising Cain_
about aircraft using Scottsdale

~ Airport.Ihope the City Council
is not paying any attention to
them, as those residents are

. the oneswhochoseto liveclose
to the airport, knowing full
well it was there and wasn’t go-
ing away. - - e
~ When we first decided to
move to Scottsdale in 1980, we
shared a round trip with four
others on a corporate jetoutof

.- Oregon.laskedat the time how
long private jets had been us-
ing the Scottsdale Airport, and
the answer was “for years” —
that was 24 years ago. Nothing
has changed except those who—™
decided to build homes near :
the airport, and some flight
route changes by the FAA.

Scottsdale airport is a criti-
cal asset to this city in many
ways, and there should never
be any consideration of down-
gradingor eliminating it atany
time because of “J ohnny come
latelys” stupidly moving near
the airport while not wanting
to see or hear planes.

— Bonnie E. Knowiton

. Scottsdale
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Asm@s’i panel to get upﬁa%e on radar upgrade

) - By Thomas Ropp
+ _Scattsdalg Republic

SCOTTSDALE — In the next
year or two, the Federal Avia-
tion Administration plans to in-
stall a new radar system at
Central  Avenue -and Union
Hills Drive in Phoenix that will
allow air-traffic controllers to
hone in better on aircraft fly-
ing into and out of Scottsdale
Municipal Airport. .

Scottsdale Airport Director
Scott Gray said the new system
will allow Phoenix controllers
to separate aircraft at Scotts-
dale Airport from those at
neighboring Deer Valley Mu-
nicipal Airport. The radar also
will allow controllers to follow
aircraft all the way to the run-
way. _

For the past 10 years, Scotts-

dale Airport has used a radar -

feed from Williams Gateway
Airport that allows Scottsdale

air-traffic controllers to see
aircraft on what’s known as a
bright scope. This type of feed
prevents aircraft separation

.for Phoemx controllers and

can track aircraft only as low
as 1,000 feet above the ground.

Phoenix’s 30-mile radial air-
space sits on top of Scottsdale’s
airspace.It’simportant for Sky
Harbor controllers to follow
Scottsdale air traffic because
Scottsdale’s corporate jet traf-
fic is usually handed back and
forth between Scottsdale and
Phoenix controllers.

Gray said the FAA wanted to
upgrade the Williams Gateway
feed as a bridge until the new
radar system goes online, but
initial tests indicate that may
not be possible.

Tonight’'s meeting’ of ‘the
Scottsdale Airport Advisory
Commission will include an up-
date on the Williams Gateway
radar situation. .

The airport will 2lso present
a report to the commission on
its Aviation Enterprise Fund
five-year forecast. This report

focuses on the a1rport’s cas
flow over a five-year span. -
" The commissioners are als
expected to weigh in on th
northwest blast fence issue. A
last month's meeting, Commis
sioner Bill Mack volunteere:
to investigate complaints fron
a Scottsdale Airpark propert;
owner who believes that jetsa
the end of the northrunway ar:
Kicking up debris and causin;
a potentially dangerous situa
tion for employees walkin;
into two buildings just southo
Frank Lloyd anht Boule
vard. -

The airport is buﬂdmg :
blast wall on the northeaster:

_end of the airport after an Air

park tenant threatened a law
suit over similar problems.

-Reach the reporter at

thomas.ropp@scottsdalerepublic.com
or at (602) 444-6880.
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Published: Feb 14, 2004 - 03:56:11 pm CST
Airport nears record for noise complaints
By Rebecca I. Allen

Independent Newspapers

If the numbers are any indication, the skies over Scottsdale were
noisier last month.

Or, local residents were just noisier.

In any case, January noise complaints to the Scottsdale Airport
more than doubled the number of complaints of January 2003.

Local noise complaints totaled 785, a 103 percent increase from
the same time frame last year and a 236 percent increase over
December's 233 complaints.

"January 2004 may be the high watermark for us," said Vice
Chairman Leonard Tinnan at the Feb. 11 Airport Advisory
Commission meeting.

January's numbers were second only to September 2002, at 966
complaints, in the airport's 135-year history of logging noise
complaints. Scottsdale is the only Valley airport that accepts
noise complaints.

“Local" complaints come from with the airport influence area,
approximately 40th Street to the west, 112th Street to the east,
Jomax Road to the north and Mockingbird Lane to the south.
Airport staff also logged 189 complaints from outside of the
influence area last month.

Jennifer Lewis, aviation planner, said the increase in air traffic
due to major events in January could account for the increase in
complaints.

Mr. Tinnan said he was not comfortable with that fact.

"We've always had the FBR Open and Barrett-Jackson in

4-83
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January," he said.
Ms. Lewis said two new callers logged complaints in January.

"They heard calls were down and wanted to make sure we didn't
think there wasn't a problem," Ms. Lewis said.

One area near Thunderbird and Hayden roads was responsible
for 201 complaints. One resident, Dan Lucas, logged 197 noise
complaints, most of them about helicopter noise.

"That's a pretty significant problem," said Leonard Tinnan, vice
chairman.

Ms. Lewis said they are working with the helicopter pilots on a
helicopter pilot guide. She also sent out 29 Stage-2 aircraft and
57 curfew "awareness" letters to pilots alerting them to the
airport's voluntary guidelines. The airport's "good neighbor"
pledge was attached to each letter. The pledge asks pilots to
refrain from flying between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. and follow
voluntary noise abatement guidelines.

Although people can call and enter noise complaints via the
Internet, two Scotisdale residents spoke at the meeting to
comment on noise problems.

"It's getting worse, it's not getting better," said Norm
Geisenheimer, an Ironwood Village resident. His home is about
2.2 miles from the airport.

Jeff McClain, who has lived north of Dixileta Drive at 77th
Street for five years, said the airplane noise has increased in the

past two years.

"Sometimes it seems like they are 1,000 feet or 1,500 feet above
my house," Mr. McClain said.

Scott Gray, aviation director, offered to send staff to Mr.
McClain's home to evaluate, and perhaps explain, his concermns.

The airport began a 14-month Part-150 noise study October.
Visit www scottsdaleaz.gov/airport/ for more information.

Contact Rebecca Allen at rallen@newszap.com

Email this story Prnt this story
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Piiots pledge to fly neighborly'

But airport can't enforce curfew

By RebeccaI. Allen

Independent Newspapers

More than 150 pilots, 100 percent of those asked, have signed the "good neighbor" pledge at Scottsdale
airport. The pledge asks pilots to "fly neighborly" by adhering to voluntary noise reduction rules and to

avoid flying during "quiet hours" between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.

"The community thinks the pilots don't care," said Jennifer Lewis, aviation planner. "The intent was to
get the pilots on record as caring."

Yet just because they sign the pledge, does not mean pilots must follow the rules.

"It doesn't mean jack anyways," said Karl Gimbel, co-owner of Scottsdale Flyers. "We try to live with
the rules and be good neighbors, but saying you won't leave before 6 a.m. or come back after 10 p.m. -
I'll never say that."

Mr. Gimbel said he takes off when his charter clients want to. The 10-year airport business owner was
also one of about 50 pilots who refused to sign the pledge when the program began last April. Mr.
Gimbel was concerned that the letter was legally binding. Airport staff revised the letter in September.

"The tone of the pledge is different, before people might have misinterpreted it as a legal document,"
said Ms. Lewis.

Since the revision, all of the pilots asked have pledged to be "good neighbors."

“"We made it very clear that this not legally binding," said Ms. Lewis. "When they can't follow the rules
it doesn't mean they don't want to, it means they can't."

Most pilots can. Roy Halladay has been flying Gulf Streams for Leprino Foods Co. out of Denver for
I8 years. He touches down at the Scottsdale airport about twice a month, usually during the day.

Mr. Halladay received one of the airports "awareness letters" last year. Ms. Lewis sends letters to all
pilots who use the airport who have not signed the pledge. She also sends a letter to pilots who break
the curfew or operate noisy aircraft.

The airport lacks authority to enforce a curfew or to ban certain types of aircraft. A 1991 federal law
prohibits general aviation airports that did not already have curfews or aircrafts bans from making

httn- /v newezan com/fart: NNAMNI 0O A AN rxt N2/17/72004
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them.

A Part-161 cost/benefit analysis could allow the Scottsdale some flexibility with enforcing rules. But
first the current 14-month Part-150 noise compatibility study must be completed. The staff expects that
to happen by summer 2005.

Scottsdale aviation director Scott Gray said once the FAA approves their Part-150, the city council will
decide whether to proceed with the Part-161: something the current council seems willing to do.

Only one municipality, Naples, Fla., has ever completed the lengthy and expensive Part-161 study. In
2002 the Naples Airport Authority declared that Stage 2 jets could no longer take off or land at Naples
Municipal Airport. Stage 2 jets were made primarily between 1975 and 1983 and are usually noisier
than jets made in later years. The FAA said the ban is discriminatory and has withheld grants to the

authority. Naples is fighting that decision.

"Almost every airport in country, that has some sort of noise problem, is watching this Naples process,"
Mr. Gray said. "If they win, I bet a lot of those airports will start down the road in that direction, and

Scottsdale will probably be one of them."

Contact Rebecca Allen at rallen@newszap.com

All Rights Reserved - Independent Newspapers, Inc. - click for INT info

Privacy Policy .

Users wishing to obtain permission to link to Newszap, or reprint or reproduce any materials should e-
mail: feedback@newszap.com.
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Airport noise issue can't just be
studied, dismissed

Mar. 16, 2004 12:00 AM

The Scottsdale City Council's Airport Subcommitiee might be

dissolved because noise complaints dominate its agenda and
“nothing can be done” to alieviate the hundreds of complaints

received per month. That is like saying that we should stay off
the highways because there are too many drunken drivers out
there. .

The public is concerned about a huge increase in corporate jet traffic and a rash of
airpert mishaps. Partially as a result of the Scottsdale Airport Adviscry Commission's
indifference toward noise issues, the Scottsdale City Council formed an Aviation
Subcommitiee by unanimous vote.

Why should the City Council be involved in aviation issues? Many informed citizens
would say it is because the Advisory Commission has essentially become a special
interest group that serves aircraft operators.

There are few things you can do 1o get involved in your community that arg as fulile
as making an airport noise complaint in Scottsdale. To make a complaint, you must
first find the number to call. You won' find it in the business section of the white
pages. Rather, after doing your homework, you may gat through to (480) 312-3597,
where you must navigate through lengthy instructions and prompts to perhaps
actually leave a mossage before the timod disconnection.

1f your complaint is received, it is added to the monthly tally. If you do not fall within
certain geographic boundaries. however, you don't count. If you make a mistake on
the automated system, ycu may not count. How many complaints are never
counted?

The complaint, if logged in, is handled by a team that works for Airpont Qirector Scott
Gray. Gray, whose salary is reportedly paid by airport operations (i.e., the aircraft
operators), opposes moro aircraft regulation. Gray was paraphrased in the Jan. 29
Scottsdale Republic as saying that “only about three to five aircraft, mostly corporate
jets, land or take off between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. per day." What he doesn't say is
that some days there are many mora than that. In fact, that much traffic can occur
during just one of those hours, as it did on at least one occasion on a recent

Saturday evening after 10 p.m.

The airport is conducting a $273,000 federally subsidized study of how noise is
impacting local neighborhoods.

The noise complaint numbers are posted on the airport Web sitz and discussed at
the monthly Advisory Commission Meeting. The meeting is held in a remote,
crowded room on the second tioor of the airport. If you go, you may find yourself
waiting in the hallway fer about half the meeting during the executive session, as |
cid once. Every month, the commissioners (with the exception of Commissioner Phil
Vickers) cismiss the complaints and move on. Some of their stated reasons that the

hp://www.azcentra).com/php-bin/clicktrack/print. php?refercr=htp://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic...
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complaints should not be taken seriously include: that some of the hundreds of
complainers calt tao much and that people should close their windows.

One of the airport's excuses for 24-hour traffic has been that we are hearing air
ambulances. This, of course, is usually not the case. Numerous advertisements for

24-hour llights out of Scottsdale Airport appear in the yellow pages. Now we hear
that national security is being served by airport noise. What a joke.

Some argue that the airport has been there a long time, so learn to live with it.

Thousands of residents and billions of dollars of property value are being negatively
affected by bad publicity and deteriorating quality of life. In retum, a few operators of
sometimes noisy, outdated jet aircraft get to hang onto a few extra nickels and dimes
they make by taking off during voluntary curfew hours. .

Now the airport is conducting a noise complaint study. How in the world could the
study be anything but a waste of taxpayer dollars?

Councilman Bob Littlefield has stepped up as a major voice for the pro-noise, anti-
resident minority. We should remember that his actions have been diflerent from his
words when he comes up for re-glection. How do the mayoral candidates stand on

airport noise? We should demand to know.

I our city governmant continues 10 let the airport and the FAA pursue their own self-
interest, the airport will continue to become a noisier and less safe neighbor.

City govemment should rise to the occasion and address the issue. If it does not,
residents should elect people who will. Someday, local homeowners might pursue
their legal rights in the courts. Political and legal actions are real solutions 1o the
growing problems, not a noise study done by those that benefit trom unregulated air

traffic.

Robert Sperduti is a teacher and longtime Scottsdale resident. He can be
reached at: scottsdalehomes@ yahoo.com. The views expressed are those of

the author.
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Neighbors make noise about alrport

Comments part
of study on
effect of flights
By CHRIS RASMUSSEN

TRIBUNE

Those for and against the
Scottsdale Airport showed
up in force Wednesday night
to let city officials know
where they stand on aircraft
noise.

“Every time a jet goes
over it helps our economy,”
said Tim Barrios, who lives
north of the airport runway.
“People knew when they
bought their homes here
there was an airport.”

“We knew there was an

.airport there when we

boughit our home, but the

‘flight paths have changed

and the jets are getting big-

- ger and louder,” said Bonnie
" Mooreman of Carefree.

They were among 80 resi-
dents who turned out for the
second of three workshops
to gather community com-
ment for Scottsdale’s airport

- noise study.

Scottsdale hired Coffman
& Associates Airport Con-
sultants last summer to con-
duct . the federally funded
study, which will look at
noise levels and recommend

" ways to lessen the unpact on

neighbors.

“We knew there was an

" airport there when we

bought our home, but the

flight paths have changed
and the jets are getting

higger and louder.”
BONNIE .MOOREMAN
( CAREFREE J.

Possible sanctions include
restricting the type of air-
craft, forcing aircraft to fly at

. higher altitudes, and late-

night and early-morning cur-
fews.

The study, whlch will
include the use of noise moni-
toring equipment and radar

trackmg, should be ﬁmshed
by year’s end, said Jim Har-
ris, . -project manager for
Coffman & Associates.
Complaints of loud,. low-
flying aircraft in and out of
Scottsdale Airport spiked in
February when the Federal
Aviation Administration im-

-plemented 'its Northwest

2000 flight plan.

. The plan, which redi-
rected air traffic from Phoe-
nix Sky Harbor International
Airport, also shifted flights
from Scottsdale Airport over
different residential areas. =

CONTACT WRITER:
(480) 970-2369
or crasmussen®@aztrib.com
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. Capt. Daftarian said he is incensed that people want to ban military craft

Page 1 ofg

[EWszdf.com

Noise foes blast airport operations: Critics want fewer
flights, more restrictions, stronger enforcement

By Rebecca I. Allen, Independent Newspapers

Most of the residents who showed up for an airport noise compatibility
workshop seemed to agree on one thing: They are not compatible with
airport noise, or each other.

While some listed complaint after complaint about almost every aspect
of the Scottsdale Municipal Airport's operations, some residents
countered arguments and protested the critics.

Captain Mike Daftarian, U.S. Air Force, who grew up in Scottsdale, just
returned from flying A-10 Thunderbolts out of Kirkuk, Iraq. The
Saguaro High School graduate said the people who are complaining
about noise knew about the airport when they moved in.

"Noise comes with growth," he said.

from ucing the airport, as well as those who want to close the airport.

"Some have legitimate complaints, but with a lot of people it's just %
selfish whining and complaining,” he said. ;

The workshop was the second of four in connection with the airport's
Part 150 study, which looks at the impact noise has on the area .
surrounding the airport. The Federal Aviation Administration gave the
city a $286,000 grant to pay for the study, which began last year.

About 80 residents attended the open house, held at the Grayhawk
Elementary School, March 30. People from Scottsdale, Phoenix,
Cavecreek and Carefree perused the displays of data and maps provided
by Coffman Associates, the firm conducting the study, and spoke with
Coffman employees and city staff.

Residents who were unable to attend the meeting can view all of the
exhibits online and leave comments at www.coffmanassociates.com.

Scott Gray, Scottsdale's aviation director, said the noise contour, or total
area of impact based on aircraft noise, has shrunk since the last study
conducted in 1995-96. Mr. Gray attributed that in part to the reduction

4-90 ~llavinen0? tet N4/767004
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in nosier Stage 2 aircraft that have been replaced or modified.

Jim Harris, an owner of Coffman Associates, kept a running list of
citizen complaints on a flip chart at the meeting. The list included
planes flying too low, too early, too late, too close to homes and
schools. Residents complained about military aircraft noise, helicopter
noise, noise from jets and small planes. Safety showed up a few times.
Some residents asked for tougher penalties for pilots who break the
recommended 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. curfew and incentives for those who
abide by them. Some want to stop all commercial passenger flights and
change curfew times. A few want to close the airport.

Larry Burgo has lived in McDowell Mountain Ranch for six years. He
said he never called about the airplane noise until it "got bad about two
years ago."

He blames the increase in flights and change in flight patterns that move
aircraft over his home. Mr. Burgo said he is a frequent caller to the
airport's 24-hour noise complaint line, (480) 312-3597.

"If they are late for a tee time, they don't care," said the retiree from
Chicago. "Between 4 and 6 p.m. when I sit down for dinner, I can call
every few minutes,” Mr. Burgo said.

Airport studies show flights have decreased in recent years. Something
many residents, including Bill Lukenbill, dispute. The eight-year
resident of Grayhawk questions Coffman's data.

"The data says less flights, that's not true,” he said. "We're going to have
noise, you can't fight that. It's not louder, it's more frequent.”

The study does not take the altitude of the home into account. The
airport sits at 1,500 feet above sea level. Depending on type, aircraft
need to be between 2,500 and 3,000 feet as they approach the airport.
Some homes are at the same elevation as the airport, others are much
higher.

"Half the times I have a noise problem the plane is too low. They're
misrepresenting it unintentionally,” Mr. Lukenbill said.

Mr. Lukenbill does not want the airport closed because, "it adds value
to my property,” he said. "It does need to be managed better."

Steve Bass a private pilot and membership chairman for the Arizona
Pilots Association, has been using the airport for five years. He attended
the workshop to see what people were saying. The 20-year Scottsdale
resident said the majority of what he heard was complaints against jets.

“I'd actually go along with kicking them out,” Mr. Bass said.

httn://wany newszan.com/articles/2004/04/03/a7. 4'91'nl|e\f/neD02.txt 04/26/2004
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The small-aircraft pilot cited instances when he has had to circle the
airport multiple times to make way for a jet to land before he could.

"Meanwhile you are flying over my home and making more noise," said
Joyce Clark, who lives southeast of the airport.

"Scottsdale is very busy, you really have to be on your toes. I wish

people here had a better understanding of what pilots do," Mr. Bass
said. "We don't want to fly over their house and make noise."

The study should be complete by November. Should the City Council

and FAA accept the results, the city could embark on the longer, more
involved Part-160 study. The result of which could lead to enforceable
restrictions on aircraft type and hours of operation.

Some residents are not sure noise studies help the situation.

“The study is bogus," Mr. Lukenbill said. "It's a pacifier for the
community."

Capt. Daftarian said he spoke with one resident who wanted to find a
way to minimize noise without compromising safety.

"“That's the kind of nﬁeeting half way we need," he said.

Contact Rebecca Allen at rallen@newszap.com

WYWhat Do You Think?

Will the airport’s noise compatibility study impact noise reduction? Is
there a need for noise studies? E-mail rallen@newszap.com

FATE-AFA MR T
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Want more local stories?

Click here to go to our Archives. Type in a key word like the same of
your town where it asks for "word one". Then click "Start Search" to
see other stories that have included your key word.

Blogs for & about local issues, groups, teams
Click here to go to our community blogs index page. Have your say or
just sit back to read opinions and observations from your neighbors

about public issues, our schools, community groups and local sports
teams!

Area organizations arc on newszap.com
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Sky Harbor 1 may point way for airport noise issue

By Scott Hume

" I've been reading in the
Independent Newspapers what
seems a veritable “he-said-she-
said” of aircraft noise prob-
lems around the Scottsdale
Municipal Airport. -

So, as a public- spmted
community . activist, = I've
researched and am writing this

article with little réference to.

past discussions. More pre-
cisely. I'm investigating the sit-
uation (pardon the pun), from
abird's eye view.

.According to the Scottsdale
Airport Web page on noxse
issues
(www.scottsdaleaz. gov/alr-
port/NoiseSub_Cur-- :

rentEvents.asp), the Scottsdale “determining aircraft mnoise -

..around an airport cannof be

Airport has several programs

in place.

Theseinclude:

- Scottsdale Au'ports “Fly
Neighborly Program,” “ongoing -

noise abatement, pilot commu-
. nication and community out-
reach efforts. Monthly noise

reports are generated to track '

trends and identify problem

areas. Updated noise abate-

ment information displays and

Pilot Guides [are] provided to

flight academies at Valley air-

ports to improve regronal pilot
education.”

The probram has “worked
with helicopter pilots to create
a ‘Helicopter Pilot Guide™ in an
effort to “increase pilot aware-
ness” of noise-related issues
for that particularly noisy type
of aircraft. Additionally, a more
general, “New Pilot Good
Neighbor Pledge’ program to

- encourage pilot support and
compliance with Scottsdale
noise abatement efforts™ has
also been proroted.

Also, “a pilot educational
video in CD ROM and web
viewing format to educate
pilots about our noise abate-
ment program {currently in the
production stages and antici-
pated to be completed some-
tirne this year), along with air-
field security, driving
procedures, hangar storage,
and environmental compli-
ance.”

Detractors of such pro-
grams are concerned with the
reality that education and pub-
lic relations campaigns are not

"necessarily as binding govem-
ment regulation.

- “Late night/early mormng‘
arrivals/departures now are
sent monthly reminder letters
pPromoting our [Scottsdale’s]
voluntary curfew from 10 p.m.
until 6 a.m.” Detractors critical

" of this program point out the

lnherent lack of “teeth” in “vol-
untary™ measures.
However,

Accor
Scottsdale’s Assistant Aviation
Director, “Scottsdale does not
have a flight tracking system,”
such as the one tracking alti-

tude-related an'craft noise inci-
dents in Phoenix. .

Unfortunately, - obj ectxvely

easily done without adequate

. computerized observation and

mterpretatlon :
Let's’ look ‘at nelghbonng

" Sky Harbor as an exarnple of

what can be done.

" According .- to" Julie

Rodriguez, public information. -
officer” at Sky Harbor, "Our .
- Noise Information Office here

at Sky Harbor does have a
sophisticated system ... [giving]
specific information ..

about an aircraft.” -

Rodriguez further explamed
that “If the citizen provides the
date, time and location, our
staff can often identify the spe-
cific aircraft that the citizen
saw or heard.”

However, : Sky Harbor's
Noise Information Office does

not enforce Federal Aviation
- towards -desired ends, will -

Administration rules and regu-
lations, but only monitors and
compiles statlstxcs and noise
complaints.- -

If there is a violation of Fed-

eral Aviation Administration

aircraft noise ' compliance
rules, the FAA can take action,
with or without, cit:zen com-
plaint.

And as Rodnguez notes, “If
a citizen thinks an aircraft is
conducting illegal flight opera-
tions (for example, flying
beneath the minimum safe alti-
tude as set forth by FAA regula-
tions), they can report the inci-
dent directly to the FAA Flight
Standards Office.

“When we receive a citizen

‘how is-noise -
. abatement compliance meas-
: ared? e

to Gary Mascaro,-‘

. [regard--
~ ing any] complaint or quesuon

inquiry, we can identify the air-
craft for informational and
educational _ purposes - for
example, to give the citizen the
actual altitude of the aircraft

‘when it flew over his or her
“location,” Rodriquez

explains. .
“We do not identify the aircraft -
for the purposes of determin-.
ing whether there .was a noise
violation.” h

Accordmg to Rodriguez.
“Phoenix and Tempe have an

*.intergovernmental agreement -

which requires Phoenix to -

- monitor aircraft flight paths,

and notify operators if they do”
not follow certain noise abate- -
ment procedures. [And] thesé
notifications are made with or
without a citizen nmse com-
plaint.” ’

Then .since this system
seems to work well in Phoemx.

why isn’t a similar system of -

computerized monitoring . m

- 'place in Scottsdale?

“The - City could porsue a-
flight tracking system .similar .

. to the one the City of Phoenix . °
‘uses if that is the decision of

the policy -makers,” Mascaro -

says. “If a system is acquiréd, -

the City of Scottsdale -could
have the altitude information...
however, -the enforcement of
low flying aircraft rules w1ll stdl
resides with the FAA.™. . -

However, Scottsdale is try
in,

“Scottsdale ‘Airport Noise
Compatibility Plan Update”

(FA.R. Part 150 Study
[available on the Web at:
[www.coffmanassociates.com/
pubhc/Scottsdale Nmse Upda

“te/]

will be addmonal means

“update the 1997 Plan, and is a
public process to determine

current and- future aircraft.

noise influences, and propose
new potential- solutions to
reduce aircraft noise.

New noise coritours will be
developed to establish updated
aircraft noise exposure areas,”

‘and Scottsdale ‘citizens are

encouraged to download,
peruse and comment on. the
consultant's. . recommenda-
tions. . | '

Another key airport opera-
tions improvement being
sought by Scottsdale is a
“radar service...for Scottsdale
Airport ... A radar signal [is

now] ‘provided to the Scotts-
"dale Air Traffic Control Tower,
and is now focused on obtain-
ing to-the-ground radar service
available at the FAA Terminal
Area Radar Control (TRACON})
to .enable Charted Visual
Approach procedures with alti-
tude speclﬁcauons to be estab-
ljshed L . I.,

Addiﬂonall_y The “FAA has
also initiated  a " multi-year.
selection process to determine
“an’ [specifically]” appropriate
“location for ‘a new ASR-11
-radar, antenna to be located in :
North Phoenix.” {“Central and
Union Hllls accordmg to Mas-
caro.} :

What thlS seemmg gob—
bledygook means, - is--.that
Scottsdale will have more of
gthe puzzle.in place thh this
technology S -

“The city Wlll then be able to
determine (albeit indirectly via
the FAA) the height of an air-
‘craft ﬂymg lnto or out of thelr"
~airport.’ -

This allows for the determi

‘nation by the FAA IF an aircraft
is flying too low, and therefore
are’ a suspect/candidate. for
-noise violations. . However,
.Maiscaro states “that the radar -
will dot provide ‘the City of
‘Scottsdale any information [on -
noise). The radar will be-.

.owned and operated by the °
FAA for the purposes of provid-
ing radar separatlon to air-

- craft.

It is antlcxpated that ﬂllS
ASR 11 [antenna] will com-
‘plete radar coverage needed at
SDL [Scottsdale] ... According
" to the FAA, the exact date for
 this site to become operational
is varied between early 2006 to
mid 2007...7 " -

But, the more fundamental
question still needs to be -
answered. E

In the meanome vmhout
" the means of identifying where

" and how loud an aircraftis as it

approaches or leaves Scotts-
dale’s Municipal Airport, con-
- tinued Jobbying by citizens and
‘governmental leaders is need- -
ed, as is even greater consider- -
-ation by pilots, and additional
patience by all.

Scott Hume is a frequent
contributor to the opinions
page who lives in Phoenix.
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Pilot seeks

clarification
I wanted to respond to an
article you wrote in early April

“Noise foes blast airport opera-

tons,” April 7 quoting me
regarding airplane noise in and
around the Scottsdale Airport.
I attended a meeting on the
30 March at the Grayhawk Ele-
mentary School to listen to
what area residents had to say
regarding this well publicized

e — -

- T

noise issue. ] consented to

_answer questions about the
* airport from a private pilots

Perspective.

- As I mentioned in the inter-
view, the majority of com-
plaints I heard were about jet

“aircraft and virtually nothing -
"regarding small private Cess- -
na, Piper and Beechcraft-air-

planes.

We did speak of a time
when [ was at Scottsdale Air-
port and a very noisy jet took

Noisemakers- ‘

off, if I understood correctly

this was a stage two (older).

aircraft. =

. Ibeheve my commentwas
-1 can"understand how resi-
dents" would- want to kxck
them out.", :

“However, I was i.ncorrectly
quoted and your article was
written to imply that I wanted
to "kick out” all jets, This is
snmplynottme L

. As an " aspiring Instru-
.,menf/Commercial pﬂot I

- - T e e

—

R e

have com pany

- Idisagree with the folks who '
are complaining about the air- .
port noise, yet causing noise of

. their own.-

-1 do not disagree

that they do not like the noise,
but the airport was here, - long'
. before probably any of them.’
These folks also probably all
fly out of PHX airport causing -
“‘noise for folks living in those
flight pattems too.
But. wait, let's apply the

quiet skies

logic to a problem

. that is far more pervasive and

effects far

more homes and-

people - let's talk about the

road traffic
Scottsdale

noise on Pima and
roads! Using the

quiet skies logic we should be
talking about curbing traffic, or

better still

and Pima roads.

closing Scottsdale
.What the

heck, why not? ‘Thé noise on -
these roads is so loud, we can-.
not even hear the aircraft when
they fly over. It does not really
matter that these roads were
here first, they surely were not
as big or as heavily used even
as recently as 3 or 4 years ago.
And just wait, the roads and
traffic are both getting bigger.
So what if a few aircraft bring a

little noise.

I have no sympathy

for the folks complaining about
the aircraft rioise yet driving
their autos (SUV's, motorcy-
cles, etc) all over our streets
bringing their noise to my
home too. Seerns a little hypo-
critical tome.

Jim Farris
Scoitsdale

7/ E // {7
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might someday be flying a cor-
porate jet aircraft in and out of
Scottsdale Airport and the last
thing I want is to kick out
those very planes Imight fly..

" Per a telephone conversa- |
tion between you and I, we dif- -

_fer on what was said and the

notes taken during our inter-
view. This is my side in |
response to your publlshed_

cornments
Steve Bass
chttsdale

a - e,
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Scottsdale

airport an
asset to city

-irp_orts ‘and their
neighbors coexist
peacefully, and even

enthusiastically, in most cities

across the United States. As a -

'national organization, the Ajr-
craft Owners and Pilots Asso-
ciation sees airport noise
issues arise from time to time.
‘The theme is nearly always
that the airport must go..
These cries to close the air-
port or restrict its operation
_usually are driven by a handful
of local citizens whose opinion
is not widely shared. It’s par-
tlc_ularly ironic, however, to see
this scenario plaving out at
Scottsdaie Airport. Five years
ago. when we produced our
Loca_l Airports:- Access- to
America” video, AOPA used
Scottsdale and its’ aifport as
ide?ctzmpl'e hof how an airport
its neighb
ang. other,g ors complement
_Many credit the airpar
with putting Scottsdal;p “oﬁ
tht.a map.” Indeed, one of the
primary reasons Scottsdale is
a vibrant community today is
because- it has an airport.
According to an "analysis
updated by the city last
November, the Airpark gener-
ates $2.5 billion to $3 billion in
a{mual econormic activity; the
airport alone has an annual
economic impac
$182 million. Bgsin;ssgi
depending on the airport will
have to move if it is closed, and
the community will suffer. It
would be a shame for a pro-
gressive community like

4-95
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" "restrictions. , .
" Closing the airport at night

And Scottsdale’s airport -

A has been very proactive when
.jt comes to airport noise.

Scottsdale was the first non-
airline airport in the country
to complete a noise study and
receive approval from the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration.. -

_ Al 12 "operational recom-." |’
mendations of . the original” |
study were implemented. - |:
However, only two of 11 land- " |
" use . alternatives_have .been:

fully implemented. “That's the

key to a long-term solution. Its..
too late 'to prevent ' develop- "

". ment around Scottsdale Air-"-

port, but other common-Sense |
Ineasures would go a long way

to help alleviate the problem. . ]i.
_Although operations at 1.
. Scottsdale. Airport increased .
* by 5 percent between 1997 and -

2003, consultants updating the”.

airport’s mnoise. study have

" found that the area of highest |:
aircraft noise is almost com- :

pletely on the airport property.”
And the updated study shows

_ that the number. of people.

impacted by aircraft noise has

actually 'decreased since the

original study was completed
-in 1995 — a clear indication
that the effort was successful.

Contrary to what some may :

think, a noise study will not.
lead to closure of the airport.
There’s no guarantee that air-
* port operations will be limited
by a curfew or other

‘would be equivalent to closing
Interstates 10 or 17 at night.
The impact would be tremen-
dous — not just locally but
nationally, because, like the’
Interstate highways, airports
. are part of a national trans-
portation system. Moreover,
there would be no place in the
city to stage law enforcement
or firefighting aircraft in the
event of an emergency oOr
disaster. A sick child in eritical
need of specialized treatment
‘would be delayed. =
" A mile of highway -will get
you one mile, but a mile of run-
way will get you anywhere in
“the world. Which is more
important to you and your
community? .

_ Phil Boyer is president

of the 400,000-member

Aircraft Owners and -
Pilots Association.
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"-!Scottsdale Alrport takes
steps to minimize noise

the pilot gets back mto the FAA- l:ramed controllers with

By Thomas Ropp
The Arizona Republic

SCOTTSDALE In re-
sponse to neighborhood com-
plaints, the staff at Scottsdale
Airport and air-traffic con-
trollers have teamed up to
minimize aircraft noise.

“Since last November, Scott
Gray, airport director, has
been working with represent-
atives of the National Air
Traffic Controllers Associa-
tion on procedures that could
reduce noise over nearby
homes. Changes include:

B Pilots now perform go-
arounds rather than 360-de-
gree turns during conflicts on

landing. This situation most

commonly occurs when con-
trollers need to get a slower
planeoutof the way of a faster
aircraft. In the past, control-
lers have told pilots of slower
planes to make a full turn. But
that causes noise over a new
circle of air space. By doing a
go-around above the airport,

standard-traffic patcern.

. M Controllers keep an éye '

on pilots below 2,500 feet and
remind them when they’re too
low, even S0 feet too low. - -
B Controllers have become
more aggressive in keeping
pilots off the noise-abatement
area southeast of the airport.

Pilots departing the south

runway for Mesa are encour-

‘aged to make a right turnout

and then a 270-degree turn
over the middle of the airport
even-though a left turnout is
more convenient.

The changes were present-
ed last week at the combined
meeting of the subcommittee
on regional aviation issues
and Airport Advisory Com-
mission by William O’Brien,
legislative representative for
the National Air Traffic Con-
trollers Association. ,

The airport’s new era of co-
operation with controllers be-
gan last fall following a pro-
posal to replace Scottsdale’s

those from the private sector.
At the time, Scottsdale was

not supportive of the FAA

tower because of insufficient

_cooperation on noise- abate-

ment issues. .
-Airport critic and ne1ghb0r

.Scott Calev also had thrown

~his support to privatization.

But at the meeting, he praised
staff and.controllers for ef- '
forts to reduce noise.

“It’s exciting to hear some
of these things being ad-
dressed,” Calev said.

At the same meeting,
O'Brien reported on the
24 percent increase in corpo-
rate jets at Scottsdale Airport
in the past year, resulting in a
sharp decline of private-pilot

‘operations.
Scottsdale = Airport . is
looking for additional ways to

reduce noise through a feder-
ally funded study. For infor-
mation on the study, visit
www.cLscottsdale.az.us/
airport and go to noise links.
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Scbttsdale alrport needs

Our stand C1ty makmg good faltﬁ"effort

to resolve problems

We've stated repeatedly that Scottsdale Mumc1pal A1rport isatre-

real and percelved

' mendous community economic asset that needs to be protected.
A small but shrill contingent of anti-noise neighbors has raised -
the remarkably shortsighted idea that the airport be_ »t:losad.

Airplanes and airport operations do make
noise — those military jets make a real
racket on the rare occasions that they touch
down at the facility — although the com-
plaints are overblown and exaggerated.

In March, the latest month for which sta-
tistics are available, the city logged 1,616
complaints, 89 percent of which had to do
with noise. The number of complaints was
dewn from 2,640 during the same month in
2003. Twenty-one people made 86 percent of
the total complaints, according to the city’s
informative airport noise Web page.

Despite that, airport officials seem to be
making some progress on abating noise even
further — apparently the fruit of improved
relations with the federal air traffic control-
lers. They deserve some credit. They are try-
ing to address the neighbors’ concerns. -

Anti-noise efforts include changes in take-
off and landing patterns and more vigilant
monitoring of planes that are flying below
2,500 feet or over a restricted area southeast
of Scottsdale Alrport .

It’s still a work in progress. The federal .
government has bankrolled an ongoing anti-
noise study. Other continuing efforts include
pilot education, a “good neighbor” pledge for
pﬂots and a Voluntary curfew from 10 p.m. to
6am.

The better cooperation from air traffic
controllers is a big help in combating noise.
Critics reportedly had claimed the traffic
controllers were too lackadaisical in their ap-

4-97

proach to noise issues.

It’s unclear if these measures will do any-
thing to quell the more extreme anti-airport
voices, but hopefully they will have an effect
on the political caterwauling. It will be hard
to argue that the city isn’t making a good-
faith effort to help resolve noise problems,
real and percexved

-
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